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Dominic Costantini (7)

Toscanella

March 26, 1757

J.C.P.

Dear Sir,
My Dear and Beloved Signore Dominic,
I received from Brother Dominic your welcome letter as well as the plan for the contemplated work, which 
he also sent me. I wrote a good letter to the architect Orlandi, and it seems to me it might succeed with the 
Will of God. With great secrecy I confided to him the grand design. I explained to him how to proceed with 
the cells, the corridors, and so on. I told him that if he wanted I will send him from here a master contractor 
with the plan so that he could instruct him on the design. I will tell the architect that the master contractor, 
for just and holy ends, is not aware of the purpose, and to avoid wars and contradictions that the devil could 
incite, a pious prelate is lending his name under the title of a pious work, etc. I hope I have explained myself 
well and have kept the secret well concealed. I tell you that I would like the master contractor to go from 
your place at Easter. I will be waiting for a favorable reply. The letter is a bit less than a full sheet. Once 
I have received your reply, I will hasten there, and I will send it to you so that at Easter Master Luke can 
move.
Let us come to a point of great importance brought up by Father John Baptist, according to the holy lights 
that God gives him.
It is absolutely necessary that before buying the house in question and before spending a cent, you have a 
secret document drawn up, well witnessed and signed by the bishop, stating in a declaration, covering all 
particulars, that the work is being done at your expense, the purchase of the building and all furnishings, 
and that it is your pious will and intention to obey the inspiration of the Lord. The bishop will declare that 
he, for holy reasons, is simply lending his name, but the entire work is yours. The expenses are incurred by 
you, the legitimate possessor of the houses, the furnishings, and all the rest.
Take care not to be overcome by human respect; otherwise, much could go wrong.
The reasons are absolutely clear. We are mortal so the work will not be done in a day — we need years. 
There is no certainty of the life of the bishop, neither he nor any other one. If God were to call him before 
the work is finished, what would happen if there was no declaration that you must keep for yourself? The 
successor to the bishopric would enter into immediate possession, saying that the work was done by the 
bishop.
What would you do, having nothing to show? So the work done would be lost. Read these ideas carefully. 
They are according to God and this is what your ought to do. If you do not have the mind to speak to the 
bishop, that should not give you any fear, for you are spending your money. You could talk to his secretary 
openly and with freedom so that he would explain to the bishop your just reasons. But I come back to state 
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again, if you do not have such a declaration, it is necessary not to incur any expenses because of the dangers. 
I have explained myself sufficiently. You should not speak about me, for everything should come from you 
as the one God is using to bring about this work.
Take account of this letter, since it will serve as my defense in case it does not work out as I am saying. We 
need to pray for a long life for the zealous prelate, but prudence demands that we walk in this way. Anything 
else is a mistake.
I am out of paper — a sign of that is that I wrote on a half sheet to the bishop and I asked his pardon — and 
now I am waiting for paper, but who knows when it will come.
If you have a small amount of good quality, would you do me the favor of sending five or six packs of five 
sheets — one, not more, is all I have left — since after Easter I am going on mission and at San Angelo I 
have no supply. I am in a hurry. I enclose you in the holy Side of Jesus with all your esteemed household. 
Fathers John Baptist and Father Rector greet you, and I am from a true heart in a hurry,
I let Father Rector hear the main point of this letter. He immediately cried out that the blessed God himself 
has given this light, which is so necessary. In any other way one errs. Read and reread these thoughts and 
do not get involved without profound and solid caution.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


