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John Mary Cioni of Saint Ignatius (8)

Toscanella

March 25, 1757

J.C.P.

Dear Father Master,
I received your letter this morning. I rejoice in reading the mercies the Lord is granting to his servants, es-
pecially to Father Frontiniano.406 For although he begins to have the gift of prayer, there is need to be on 
watch lest he fall asleep regarding the practice of virtue and the imitation of Jesus Christ. Let him always 
take to prayer some mystery of the Passion, not forcing him to meditate, but do it in the manner of gentle 
colloquies or soliloquies. Then, when God draws him in a silence of faith and love to the bosom of God, 
which is the prayer you mention, it is not necessary to disturb the soul from such repose and quiet with ex-
plicit reflections. But, above all, let everything be founded on profound humility, hatred of self, for of this 
there is never enough.
Here I have much to do. When I am able, I will read the letter from Confrater Felix.407 I am much pleased 
with his beginning, and I bless God for the lights he gives you and for the comfort His Divine Majesty gives 
to the troubled and tempted: “According to the multitude of your sorrows.” Oh! how enraged against us is 
“Bergnif.”408 But we will sing: “Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
With Father Lawrence409 you need to be careful in treating his ailments in stomach and chest. I do not have 
great hopes for him; his face shows that. There is no need for us to delay over this. Assure yourself quickly, 
hold your conference with him, and then let him go.
It does not seem right to lose Brother Joseph410 over a little tobacco, so much the more so since it seems 
this is a necessity for his health. He will come in time to these Retreats where there is a strong variety in the 
garden. In regard to San Angelo, on most occasions when I returned, a large box of tobacco was waiting for 
me from Sabina. One of the laity undertook this service. If it has come, I will send it to you in good time. 
In the meantime, you could provide him a little leaf tobacco by picking it up secretly over there and taking 
advantage of it. This is a small evil, even a charity.
Speak to the Father Rector about this and persuade him this is not any cause for singularity and abuse. It is 
sufficient to do it quietly, and let him take it in his room and not give tobacco from his box to his compan-
ions with whom he works. Charity is ingenious and covers everything. Oh, how busy I always am! What do 
you have to say? You answer, “Patience.” Is that not so? So it is. Pray the Lord to give me perfect patience. 
I embrace you in haste. Greet the novitiate, etc. Pray for us, and from the heart I am,
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross
___________________________________________________________________
406. Father Frontiniano Porrini of Saint Aloysius was born in 1725 and died on February 15, 1773.

407. Confrater Felix Cleri of Saint Andrew was dismissed in 1773.

408. Paul uses this name for the devil.

409. Father Lawrence Tiberi of Saint Andrew from Aquila was vested November 23, 1756, and let go “because of his illness” 
(Novitiate Registry 1, f. 8).

410. Brother Joseph Verdini of the Holy Trinity left in 1762.


