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John Mary Cioni of Saint Ignatius (7)

Toscanella

March 4, 1757

Leaving. If you need to write

send it here to The Oak.

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Master,
The letter brought by Brother Dominic401 has been given to me. I rejoice in the good results of the Holy 
Triduum in Portercole. I adore the divine disposition in the departure of the two brothers. I was saddened 
by the failure of Brother Michael but not that of Brother Sylvester,402 who was hurt by his imagination. 
I did not expect anything good there. Blessed be God, who looks with a pitying eye on this Congregation.
I am not surprised at my own storms and assaults from the devils, since it is written: “Many are the scourges 
of the sinner, many.” But I have great compassion over these good innocent sons. It is necessary to carry the 
fight to our enemy, to bare our teeth, as the saying goes, and to assault him with strong commands, heaping 
pain upon pain if he does not obey. So get that book with the title Collection of Blessings, which I believe 
is there; otherwise, have it brought from Orbetello from one of the pastors. You will find very efficacious 
precepts in it, and an especially terrible one from Saint Zaccaria, which I used when there was such an 
uproar in that Retreat, and they stopped. Make use of it with any necessary changes. Write it out, declare 
it with a stole around your neck, post it in the room with great faith, and issue a solemn command in the 
Name of Jesus Christ. Put up another copy at the door of the novitiate; but do it in such a way that it cannot 
be seen by the novices, nor by others, so as not to cause them apprehensions. Put it on the back of one of 
the figures of death. These are sure, excellent signs. Encourage those who are vested, and all, and strongly 
assert to them this truth of faith: “Nothing shall harm you, nothing, nothing.” Oh, what an uproar the devil 
is mounting against us! Oh, how enraged he is against the Congregation! Not for a short time, but for a long 
time that poor old man of this Congregation, one grown old in vices, heard loud shrieks in his ears at night 
that awakened him and made him tremble. But it all passes and “nothing shall harm you.” Do not fear, do 
not fear; the Lord will fight for us. “Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.” The devil trembles at the Alleluia, a word 
come from paradise.
I have had no further word on the candidates from Lavagna. From that it seems that they are not coming. All 
the more so since I wrote them to be at the novitiate in January or at the beginning of February. So it would 
be a good idea to write to two or three of the good clerics from Alba so that they could be at the novitiate in 
April or even before. But let them be careful about the sea, for the weather is uncertain and there is danger 
from the Turks.403 So, let them come in a secure vessel.
Please read carefully the enclosed letter from the official director of a young man to whom you are replying 
on my behalf to Capua. There can be no doubting his vocation; he will be a fine candidate. Since he will 
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be already on his way, you should receive him when he arrives and admit him with the other novices.404
I will say no more since the letter will give you full information. He is both noble and penitent, an extraor-
dinary vocation. Submit him to the required testing as with the others405 with your usual charity, prudence, 
and discretion. I would like him to have an airy cell and a good blanket, not out of partiality or singularity, 
but to meet the quality of the young man and so that he may be happier in his vocation. When he arrives, 
let me know.
I have replied to Father Flavian, his director, and I have told him that I have already arranged for his recep-
tion, and I have sent word to the Father Rector for his prudent guidance.
I do not recall anything else. Pray, and have prayers offered, for me, for the Congregation, and for a sick 
person who concerns me much and merits much from the Congregation. I say again regaining her health 
is important to us. Have prayers offered for a business of great glory to God that I have at hand. I do not 
think of anything else. I came back here the day before yesterday, and tomorrow I leave for the convent in 
Valentano. What do you say about that? Am I not a true gypsy? Greet our good novices for me, especially 
Father N. Goodbye. I am from the heart,
Your affectionate servant,
P. of the †

___________________________________________________________________
401. This is probably Brother Dominic Macciocchi of Saint John Baptist, born in 1722 and died on March 2, 1766.

402. Brother Michael of the Five Wounds was dismissed in 1756; Brother Sylvester Baffetti of Jesus left in 1756.

403. These were Algerian pirates who threatened the Tyrrenian Coast of Italy.

404. This is Don Joachim Housusan, “engineer in the troops of the king of Naples,” vested May 18, 1757, with the name Con-
frater Joachim of Saint Michael. He left in October 1762 “because of his illness.”

405. These are tests laid down in the Rule and Constitutions in Chapter VI — washing dishes, cleaning the house, accusing one-
self of exterior faults in the refectory, eating at times on the floor — to know whether the candidate is truly in love with being 
despised and dead to self and the world in order to live only for God and through God, willingly hiding his life in Christ Jesus.


