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Thomas Fossi (82)

Toscanella

March 4, 1757

Leaving. If you have to write,

send it to Lady of the Oak.

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
I received your letter, sent January 30, and I do not know why it is so late. From the Retreat of the Presenta-
tion I replied to another of your letters. I hope you will have received it. It has been years since I have suf-
fered from too much overwork and fatigue from the missions and retreats at convents. I have been working 
from September 6 until now, and I am not through. The day before yesterday, I came back from a convent, 
and early tomorrow I am going to another. Blessed be God.
Now I am answering your last letter briefly. I see that truly the blessed God is making a great test of my 
dear Thomas.
But “rejoice when you fall into various temptations.” That is what the Holy Spirit says in Saint James the 
Apostle, and in this text “temptations” are to be understood as all sorts of sufferings. But let us come to a 
shortcut. Do not look fixedly at anything and do not be looking back over the various happenings in your 
life, but with the eye of faith look at the Will of God, who, by playing with strong trials with your soul, 
is enriching it with graces without you seeing it. Make a bouquet of all these sufferings afflicting you and 
place them in the Divine Good Pleasure and, as permitted by His Divine Majesty, accompany this offering 
with a sweet, peaceful, loving dart in this way: “Yes, Father, because it was thus pleasing before you. O 
sweet Father, how dear your Holy Will is to me! Father, not my will, but yours be done.” This is a most 
efficacious and sweetest prayer of Jesus Christ. When you make this prayer, quiet yourself and fear nothing. 
“Nothing will harm you” is a truth of holy faith. Get rid of all fear and all apprehension that the devil brings 
up of evils in the future, of sickness, and of going mad. Cast them off constantly and abandon yourself to 
the Will and Good Pleasure of God.
With regard to your son and frequent Communion, take up the question with his confessor. Consult him and 
then leave the rest to him. As to going to Rio, recommend that to the Lord and do what you think best in 
the Lord. Make devout reflections and you will know in the Lord, and with counsel, that the trip could be a 
renewal even of your health. Do as you judge best.
I am in a great hurry. Stay happy and trust in the Lord and say with holy Job: “Even if he slay me, I will 
hope in him.” Do not strain your head. In your sickness you have to raise yourself and take refreshment for 
you health. A half-hour prayer in the morning with Mass will keep you recollected all day, but never allow 
yourself to be fixated.
Greet Signora Victoria and all your household, whom I see and will always see in the Side of Jesus. With 
full affection I say I am, and I ask for your prayers,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


