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February 15, 1757

Leaving Thursday.

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
Along with a letter from Father Provincial, I received yours. I cannot express with my pen the consolation 
and edification I felt. Oh, how good is our God! Oh, how gentle! Even Father Provincial is satisfied with 
your community and with your conduct. Ah! I pray the sweet Jesus to increase this more and more so they 
be a sweet-smelling incense to fill the province with a pleasing fragrance so that the Sovereign Giver of all 
gifts be praised and blessed.
Your account of how you changed the main door, and your way of doing it, filled me with happiness. Oh, 
how much I rejoice over this in the Lord. I assure you that for a long time, even always, that entrance, which 
was for a college and not for a Retreat, was a thorn in my heart, and I was resolved that when I came before 
the Chapter to make the General Visitation, I was resolved most strongly to demand a change.
You can let me know when you wish to have such a direction and let it come from me, and I will do as it is 
being done. If there is any concern as to what Signore Amati will say, that nothing of that is in our Rules, 
then I, when God allows me to come there, will persuade him peacefully.
I will not fail to pray, and have prayers offered, for our generous benefactor Dr. Giorgi. If you write him, 
greet him very much and tell him that I am praying the dear Jesus to bless his holy intentions.
I am writing in great haste, for I am leaving for an affair of great glory to God. If you need to write me, send 
the letter: “Viterbo for Toscanella, Retreat of Our Lady of the Oak,” where I will be staying until Easter. 
Goodbye. I embrace you in Jesus Christ with all the religious of your community. Greet all of them for me, 
and let them pray for us. Here we have a flourishing novitiate of priests and clerics, learned, pious, etc. Stay 
in your interior, in your nothing, and in the bosom of God.
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross


