
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

1049

Mary Clare of Saint Philip (1)398

At the Convent in Ischia

January 9, 1757

Leaving on Friday

or at the latest next Saturday.

J.C.P.

Jesus, who is our Way, our Truth and our Life,
sanctify you and have you reborn to a new life of love. Amen.
Yesterday, I received your letter, given me by the Mother Vicaress, and I have reason to magnify the divine 
goodness for the mercies he continues to impart to your soul. O my blessed daughter, how indebted you are 
to your Spouse, Christ Jesus! Ah! continue to remain in your horrible nothingness so that the Most High 
may make this nothingness disappear in the depth of his infinite love. I beg you to remain hidden more and 
more and concealed from all creatures. My daughter, keep your treasure well sealed so these will not rob 
you. Continue to keep yourself naked, poor in spirit, despoiled of all the gifts granted you by the Lord so he 
may purify them of the dross of imperfections with which you have corrupted them. In this way continue 
to offer an incense to the Lord in the way I told you when I was there. Oh! how pleasing to God is making 
this sacrifice which consists in perfect stripping and nakedness taught by me!
Then your Spouse clothes his beloved spouse in a new garment, and that garment is bejewelled in grand 
style, such as the mind cannot grasp nor the tongue relate. When the Divine Spouse shows you the bosom 
of his divine love, as mentioned in the conference with you, fall at his feet with love. Be silent and love, and 
so live a life entirely of love, a godlike life, a holy life. Oh, what sweet falls these are! The loving penitent 
Saint Mary Magdalene, in seeing the gentle Jesus, fell at his feet out of love. O sweet fall! There she loved 
and was silent, and listened to the holy words of Jesus, and burned with love. Love speaks more with silence 
than with the tongue. That is what the Spouse wants Sister Mary Clare to do. Oh! how much I recommend 
this divine solitude, this sacred desert, which I spoke about so much in our holy conferences. Oh! how much 
I beg you to stay locked in that desert, hidden from all! Do not forget to make the suffering of your Beloved 
your own. Love is an intimate life that makes one’s own the sufferings of the Beloved, who is the lovable 
Savior.
I am out of time; continue to recommend me to God because my need is extreme. Every day I place your 
heart in the Precious Blood of Jesus, and I place it as well in the gentle Heart of Jesus so that he may set it 
on fire, consume it, reduce it to ashes in those sacred flames. Jesus make you as holy as I desire and bless 
you. Amen.
Your unworthy servant in J.C.
___________________________________________________________________
398. Mary Clare is a member of the Capuchine convent at Farnese. Paul went to this convent in 1737 and continued giving 
retreats over the years. Cardinal Rezzonico, later Pope Clement XIII, was their protector in 1739 and wrote to Paul of his great 
work at this convent. There are eleven letters to Sister Mary Clare; the final one is dated March 4, 1769. Paul wrote to her seven 
times in 1757!


