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Peter Vico of Saint John (1)395

Toscanella

December 28, 1756

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
Your letter filled me with edification and satisfaction in the Lord, both because of your holy thoughts and of 
the news you gave me of the good order in the Retreat and the holy observance. I am very happy that Father 
Constantine396 is there, and I am hoping that Father Provincial will leave him there with you as I am asking 
him to do in the enclosed letter, which I ask you to have sent to him when you find a secure way to do so. I 
think he is giving a mission in Pontecorvo.
I was happy with the news that Father Provincial has taken Father James397 from there, and I believe that the 
Lord will make him a worker of true prudence. “Blessed be God who works his mercy for us.” With regard 
to these silly pious women, do all you can to keep them away and give the order that if anyone comes, they 
be handled as quickly as possible and that they shall not be dealt with at length in the confessional. Other-
wise, great difficulties will arise. Take counsel with Father Provincial. You have done very well to put the 
Retreat in good order, especially with the steps.
Regarding your conduct, I tell you not to be upset with distractions and interior pains. These always come 
along with the weight of governing imposed on superiors. Keep your heart turned toward heaven, humble 
and plunged into your nothingness, with a pure intention, peaceful, and often rouse it with sweet affections 
with a revival of faith in the Presence of God, and you will see that your poor heart will dart into the arms 
of the Highest Good. You should do that at prayer and in all your functioning: “They have made you ruler, 
be among them as one of them.” Be all charity and meekness with your members, and show them the heart 
of a mother, but always hold yourself in such a stance that your members will be in a holy reverence and 
attitude toward the superior.
Finally, I tell you that a superior who carries the cross of governing with perfection, suffering in peace the 
adversities, the contradictions, the ill manners, and all the afflictions he encounters, not seeking consolation 
from creatures, but purely seeking to please God, living abandoned as a child in the Divine Good Pleasure, 
will have in paradise the palm of martyrdom, for he will be a martyr of charity.
I am in a hurry, and today I leave to serve three convents where they have been expecting me for years. In 
any needs have recourse to Father Provincial. At the end of January, I will be here; however, I am not going 
to the Presentation. I wished everyone the festal greetings from the holy altar. Greet Father Constantine for 
me and all the community and pray for us. I embrace you closely in the Heart of Jesus, along with all the 
religious family, and I am from my heart,
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross
Add the region to the address of the letter to Father Provincial.
___________________________________________________________________
395. Peter Vico was born in 1726, entered the Congregation in 1749, and was ordained on March 28, 1750. He was elected rector 
of San Sosio at Falvaterra. There were problems there with pious women who were seeking counsel from the priests. Father 
Peter was accused of terrible behavior and resigned as rector. He bore this cross for many years, living at the Presentation and 
also fulfilling the office of novice master. He died in 1773, his accuser having confessed that her charge was groundless. There 
are sixteen letters written to him.

396. Father Constantine Maioli of the Resurrection left in 1757.

397. Father James Vanni of Saint Blaise was dismissed in 1760.


