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Joseph Danei (3)393

Toscanella

December 17, 1756

Jesus, with his grace, be always in our hearts.

Father Paul, because of his many occupations, has asked me to answer your letter of November 4. That 
was the second letter giving us news of the death of our poor sister. He answered immediately with his own 
hand, and I think you will have received his answer. I answer once more and tell you that as soon as we 
arrived at the Retreat of San Angelo from the missions in Sabina, which was one or two days before the 
Feast of All Saints, we were given the first letter about her death that took place at the end of August. The 
Sacrifice of the Mass was offered immediately by all three who had come back to the Retreat, and during all 
the Octave of the Dead, Masses were offered for the happiness of the soul of our deceased sister.
I have not forgotten to remember her in my Holy Mass and my poor prayers, as I believe our two brothers 
did also. Take your consolation in the Lord that the dead closest to us die in extreme poverty since God, our 
Father, has predestined them to be conformable to his Divine Son in glory and wished them to be predes-
tined to be conformed first in poverty and in the cross; this is a stronger reason for us to have confidence 
in the eternal salvation of our poor parents and our poor sister, especially, as you say, she lived a devout 
life and was compassionate to her neighbor and received the holy sacraments. Take courage on the basis of 
the foundation given by Saint Paul that those predestined to glory are first predestined to be conformed to 
Christ on the cross, and rejoice in your distress and poverty, make a virtue out of necessity, act as though 
poverty were your choice, accepting it from the hands of the Highest Good, and that will cause you to know 
you have received a blessing. “Blessed are the poor for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.” Be sure of my 
poor prayers now and always. I am from a true heart,
Your affectionate servant,
John Baptist of Saint Michael, Archangel
Poor Paul of the Cross tells you that he immediately answered your letter and God knows how much he 
feels for you, nor does he fail to cry out to the Lord for you two. He conceives an ever more lively faith in 
your eternal salvation, and that the blessed God will open a way for your necessary support in your earthly 
life. Take heart in God and know that you are richer than you could possible think, since that poverty which 
is abhorred by the world is a great jewel, rich in every good before God. I am writing in haste and pray the 
copious blessing of the Lord for you.
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393. This letter is written for Paul by his brother John Baptist.


