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Joseph Danei (2)

San Angelo

November 2, 1756

May the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

I have adored the Divine Will in the account given me in your letter of last September about the death of 
our sister Catherine, who I hope has been received into the bosom of the Divine Mercies, and for all the 
more reason that the Savior presented her to himself well prepared and strengthened with the holy sacra-
ments, especially with her making a general confession not only when she was well, but also in her last 
illness. These are the clearest signs of her eternal salvation. It is not necessary to have revelations to have 
such certainty since that is not pleasing to God. The truth is that the great poverty in which she lived, along 
with you two, and the sufferings, most extreme, she underwent in her last days are great signs of her eter-
nal predestination to the glory of heaven. So you have reason to console yourselves much in the Lord and 
encourage yourselves always more in suffering your difficulties, for after this momentary suffering there is 
prepared for you, out of the Mercy of God, an eternity of joy. I strongly put my hopes in the infinite merits 
of the sufferings of Jesus Christ and the sorrows of Mary Most Holy that together we will all sing forever 
the mercies of the Most High and will say with the holy Prophet: “We rejoiced for the days in which you 
humbled us, the years in which we saw evils.” So rejoice in God and be faithful to him.
With regard to the desire you mention to me of retiring, at this time I ought not advise that for you. You 
should stay with your sister Teresa as long as she lives in a holy and perfect peace and charity, making 
mental prayer each morning and evening on the sufferings of Jesus, frequenting the holy sacraments every 
week, preparing at every moment for a holy death, keeping busy as best you can, and continuing to live in 
your poverty, in which you will receive from God in the depth of your soul inestimable gifts of grace, all 
the more precious since they are hidden.
Believe me, in resigning yourselves peacefully to the Will of God and voluntarily accepting to lead your 
painful and dying life out of love for the sufferings and death of that Sovereign Lord, who for love of us 
wished to make himself so poor and then die naked on a Cross, you will be very pleasing to God, even more 
than if you led a penitential life in the Thebiad Desert. You will die holy.
If our sister Teresa, being older than you, takes her flight to paradise when it shall please the Lord and if 
you outlive her, you could end your days in one of our Retreats. Right now it is morally impossible to find a 
place for our sister in any convent. It is true that in the poor house in which you live, you can live a life ho-
lier than in any of the more rigorous and penitential convents because you have the lot to be burdened with 
suffering and the great discomforts of poverty. If these are accepted willingly and with total resignation to 
the Good Pleasure of God, they will make you more pleasing to God than the sharpest penances you could 
perform. I suffer much not to be able to give help and relieve your suffering to some extent, but God so wills 
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it because the rigorous poverty I profess keeps me from this. In this, too, I am pleased to do the Will of God.
I read your letter on the night of the Vigil of All Saints as soon as I returned from the missions in Sabina. 
Immediately, the very next day, all three of us began to celebrate Mass for the soul of our deceased sister, 
and we will continue to do so for some time for the two of you. Take courage, dear ones, for God loves you 
and will never abandon you, and your sister will be praying for you and for us. I see that now the memory 
of our poor house is totally extinct in that region, and I rejoice much over that in God. I do not know how 
to express this; therefore, I cannot, and ought not, put it in words.
Jesus make you as holy as I desire and bless you. Greet our sister for us and express our thanks to the good 
daughter, Longhi, and tell her that the Masses have been celebrated and the holy alms she offered have as-
cended to the Presence of the Most High as a sweet-smelling incense.
Remain in the Side of Jesus, from whom I ask the most copious blessings. We leave once more on Saturday 
for missions.
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross


