
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

1031

John Mary Cioni of Saint Ignatius (4)

San Angelo

July 14, 1756

J.C.P.

Dear Beloved Father Master,
I read your letter and see that your present prayer is according to God. Continue that way and never stop 
staying in your nothingness, and pray His Divine Majesty to have you feel it to the depth. But when the 
Lord makes this nothing disappear in his Infinite All, it is necessary to be very obedient to the sweet breath 
of the Holy Spirit. The point Your Reverence does not understand about making the sufferings of Jesus your 
own through the work of love, His Divine Majesty will make you understand when it shall please him. This 
is completely a divine work. The soul, all immersed in pure love and without images, in pure and naked 
faith, when it pleases the Sovereign Good, in a moment finds itself immersed in the sea of the pains of the 
Savior and in the glance of faith understands without understanding, since the Passion of Jesus is totally a 
work of love. Since the soul is completely lost in God who is Love, who is entirely Love, there is a mixture 
of love and pain because the spirit remains penetrated completely and remains in a sorrowful love and a lov-
ing sorrow. A work of God. Here one does not fish unless the Sovereign Lord teaches, etc. I have explained 
myself stutteringly, but I have said nothing, nothing.
Let us remain in our nothingness, in our having nothing, able to do nothing, knowing nothing, etc., and God 
will draw from this nothing works to his greater glory.
With regard to a candidate for master, you speak wisely. I will take care at the right time to bring in Father 
Anthony Lucchese,392 etc., for he does seem to have some of the qualities, but is too timid. God will pro-
vide.
I am aware only of having to embrace you in Christ. Greet everyone for me and pray for us, for my needs 
are extreme.
Greet the Father Rector for me and all in the Lord.
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
392. Father Anthony Pucci of Saint Augustine Di Controne, from Lucca (“Lucchese”), born in 1731 and died on July 26, 1791, 
was vice master for many years and master from 1773-1781.


