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Thomas Fossi (80)

San Angelo

August 24, 1756

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, Beloved in Christ,
Since I am leaving in a few days for the holy missions and will not be in this Retreat until June of next year, 
as I usually am, and since I am now in the midst of my many tasks, I am replying briefly to your letter of 
July 31 — mainly because it contains nothing substantial. In the first place I wish that you were more re-
strained in writing, leaving out so many superfluous and useless affections. I already know the great charity 
you have for me, and there is no need to express it with so many repeated affections since our soul ought to 
be purified of all that is earthly, so as to be naked, strong, reserved, prudent, and careful to cut out all that 
is superfluous. I am glad that you have received my letters, and I hope you will have received the one re-
sponding to your son. I am referring to the one where you say you wish to have him vested again. I suppose 
you want him to be attired as a priest as you told me you desire; however, I cannot consent nor will I ever 
be able to consent that he wear our habit over there in the world, all the more reason since he is growing up.
For the rest, I beg you to let all your desires for penances die in the Divine Will, while in the Lord I tell you 
that they are not for you. The blessed God will accept your good will but does not wish the fulfillment. Take 
care to practice the virtues consonant with your state in life, principally humility of heart, true resignation to 
the Divine Will in all that happens by embracing contradictions and adversities with peace and submission 
of spirit, staying in true union and charity with your family, keeping everyone happy in God, etc. In regard 
to your scruples, I want you to quiet down, for these illusions you experience are not voluntary nor are you 
the cause. If you mention them to your confessor, you do well to do that, and, if you are doing it, humble 
yourself before God and overcome the demon, but they are not a matter for confession since they are not 
sins, but temptations to which you do not consent.
Dear Thomas, continue bravely to carry the cross that God has placed on your back. Love your abjection, 
rejoice in God to be in the state where God has placed you, embrace all the sufferings that God permits you 
as precious joys. Keep your family happy and contented in the Lord, and thank God that he has given you 
such a good family. Try to have them continue the slight prayer that they can make, and, when God wills he 
will give them wings to fly, but without wings they cannot fly.
“Provided they do not sin,” said Saint Philip, “I would be happy to have them cut wood on my shoulders.” 
To the boys he said: “Be quiet, if you can.” Oh, how gentle and discreet the saints! I know your great charity 
toward our Congregation and to our religious who come over there. God will give you an eternal reward 
and will bring about a change in your situation, even in temporal matters. Now God is testing your fidelity.
Greet your wife for me in Jesus Christ, along with your sons and daughters. I enclose them in the gentle 
Side of Jesus and recommend myself to their common prayers. I leave on September 4. In haste I am from 
the heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


