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Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (34)

San Angelo

August 3, 1756

May Jesus who is the light of the world
illumine our minds and inflame our hearts

with the fire of his holy love.

Last night I read your letter which enlightened me. You explained yourself very well; you could not have 
done it better. But if you made a more profound reflection on what I said in my other letter, you would not 
have been afflicted because you would have noticed that I took in a good sense the error you made in writ-
ing, as I knew that it truly was not an error, but a lack of explanation. God, however, permitted that, so that I, 
together with the clearer explanation in your present letter, would know more clearly that the interior work 
in your soul is entirely of God. In my opinion I have never known the spiritual conduct of Sister Colomba 
as well, even though it has been many years during which you have given me an account.
May that Sovereign Lord be blessed for ever, who works his marvels for the poorest and most abject in 
the house of God. So continue your prayer in the manner in which God guides you and be obedient to the 
loving attractions of the Holy Spirit. Do not lose sight of your horrible nothing and do not steal anything 
from the blessed God.
Present yourself in prayer, sunk in your nothingness but clothed with Jesus Christ and with his sufferings in 
pure faith and nakedness of spirit, despoiled of imaginings, and let your soul make that flight of love which 
the Heavenly Spouse has you make. While he makes you make your flight, he gives you the wings for the 
flight. These are the wings of faith, the wings of hope, the wings of the fire of love.
Once you have taken that grand flight, let your soul lose itself in the abyss of love that is God. Once returned 
from that flight, your soul should not be diverted from that divine interior solitude and the perfect knowl-
edge of your own nothingness.
As for what you have to say about me, I cannot put any reliance on that since I experience, know personal-
ly, and see very clearly the very opposite in a very clear light. Oh, if you knew in God my poor, miserable 
state! you would see me in the lowest hell. If the Divine Goodness were to work the prodigy of mercy by 
raising me out of it, I would be forced to sing, magnifying the mercy of the Lord: “You have delivered my 
soul from the lowest hell.”
Enough. If you will do me the charity of praying His Divine Majesty to save this poor soul of mine and 
grant me perfect contrition, you will have great merit. It is certain that you have need of a spiritual director, 
but, believe me, not in a thousand, not even in ten thousand, as Saint Francis de Sales claims, can you find 
even one. Since in addition to being very learned, he would also need to be a man of highest contemplation, 
for without experience these highest and stupendous marvels that God works in the soul are not understood. 
But what am I saying? I am speaking paradoxes because the most elevated souls, although they understand, 
cannot express what they understand. They would not be works of God if they could be understood. This 
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is the great satisfaction that the soul experiences when it rejoices so greatly that God is that Immense Good 
that he is, and that no one, neither angels nor human beings, can understand his marvels. So they understand 
without understanding and remain in a holy unknowing, overshadowed by Divine Wisdom.
Oh, how greatly lost is my mind in writing what I have written! Therefore, I tell you to seek the favor from 
the Lord that he provide you with a spiritual director so that you may walk with greater freedom of spirit 
without fear. I assure you that when I am back in residence in the Retreat, I will always willingly receive 
your letters and will answer them. While I would wish to have the learning and the gifts necessary to assist 
you well as spiritual Father, I am in the deepest hell.
When the Lord chose Father Alvarez as director for Saint Teresa, one night as he passed by her room, God 
gave him the gift of very high prayer so that he might understand the saint.
Continue to pray for the needs of the Congregation, for Cardinal Valenti, for the Marchioness Sacchetti to 
acquire health, etc. For all of August I will be here and you may write me.
Your unworthy, respectful servant,
Paul of the Cross


