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Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (32)

San Angelo

July 27, 1756

Reverend Mother,
I am answering your letter, received last night, while I find myself in many occupations and a multitude of 
letters to answer and an abundance of crosses freshly added. Thanks be to God. It is true that Saint Cather-
ine of Siena was forbidden to pray and to go to church, but since prayer does not totally consist in being on 
ones knees, the saint obeyed and made fools of everyone since, closed in her interior oratory, she treated in 
a grand manner with God and fed herself on holy love. You make good and just points, but you also make a 
great blunder. However, I have taken it in good part and in the sense in which you intend it. But if your letter 
were read by someone who knows nothing of your soul, he would condemn you as erring in faith. Now in 
these absorptions in God that you experience, you wish to say that God makes you understand that you are 
like a mere drop compared to the Sea of Beatitude. So far, this can pass. But the great blunder comes when 
you say: “God beatifies the soul and the soul beatifies God…” Oh, this is great blunder! If I had time I could 
explain what you are trying to say, but right now I cannot. You are to do that. Write clearly, and always 
humble yourself more and stay within your nothingness.
What you have to tell me about the Congregation are general truths, and I cannot make anything out of it. 
They are not infused lights. Continue to pray much, for the storms are continuing more horribly and suf-
ferings increase from every side and in more ways. I will die under the load for nature cannot take on more 
without a miracle, but I am satisfied. “May the Will of God be done in me, within me, outside me, around 
me, in life, in death, and in eternity. Amen.” I am in a hurry. Follow.
My business and my sickness increase; at most I will be able to answer two letters, since I have important 
affairs after I go on missions and come back here in June to reside in the Retreat. If I were your director 
— that will not be, nor can it be, since it is forbidden in our Rules — I would order that the first point of 
your prayer would always be to take into consideration your sins and your great and super-great miseries, 
which you well know since you shared them with me. I would wish that you cast yourself into the depths. 
Afterwards, when God draws you out to himself in a special way, let yourself be guided, etc. In that way 
you would proceed securely. This is what I advise you since, not being your director, I cannot command 
you. Jesus bless you.
Your useless servant,
Paul of the Cross


