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Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (30)391

San Angelo

July 13, 1756

May the Passion of Jesus be always in our hearts.
With great labor I read your letter with so many letters missing from the syllables that I could scarcely un-
derstand anything clearly. So if you find it necessary to write to me, write more clearly and as best you can 
so that I can read it.
It is certain that the present condition of your soul demands examination by someone with great light, and I 
do not have that. The effects produced by your prayer leave no room for doubt. You are not deceived. This 
state demands great fidelity toward God and a continual sacrifice of love to His Divine Majesty and a total 
abandonment to his Divine Good Pleasure. It is necessary, above all, not to lose sight of your own nothing-
ness and to be careful to rob nothing from the Lord. You ought to be most obedient to the attractions of the 
Holy Spirit, being careful not to look at the gifts of God with complacency, but with a high detachment, a 
poverty and nakedness of spirit. Put them back whence they came, that is, let them be lost in the fire of love 
without further reflection so that you are more lost and drowned in God, and take your delight in him alone, 
going forth in purest love.
The pain you experience is no trick; be grateful for it to the one who sends it, but let this, too, be lost to sight, 
and try to remain in a deep recollection in which your soul is, I will put it this way, beyond time and lost in 
eternity. For in God there is no time, but everything is eternal. Remember, for this divine work to be secure, 
you must pass through the gate that is Jesus Christ our Lord and his holy sufferings, which are completely a 
work of love, which you must never lose sight of in accord with the divine operations, which the soul must 
be most faithful in obeying interiorly, etc.
God will make you understand what I am saying. I will be here until the end of September and then, please 
God, I will go out once more on missions. If you wish to write to me once a week, not withstanding my 
occupations, I will answer willingly. But if you do not feel a strong impulse from God, do not write.
I find myself in a state I cannot explain; I fear the divine justice. I ask you to the utmost of my knowledge 
and strength that out of pure charity you pray for me that God have mercy and save my soul. Recommend 
much to God other affairs in line with my intentions, especially a business of service to God. For if it is not 
to be profitable, may His Divine Majesty block it. Meanwhile, I desire only to do the Will of God, and that 
is where all my prayers are aimed.
Believe me, Sister Colomba, that if God were to reveal to you my poor state, you would tremble. Out of 
charity pray much and know that your confessor is opening two letters of Father John Baptist.
Jesus make you as holy as I desire.
Your servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
391. This letter begins a series of nine letter that Paul wrote to Gandolfi until September 4, 1756. In the first letter he wrote: “If 
you wish to write to me once a week, not withstanding my occupations, I will answer willingly if you do not feel a strong impulse 
from God, do not write.” She felt the impulse and wrote regularly! This is a beautiful, informative series of spiritual teaching. 
Paul reveals the depth of his understanding of mystical theology and his ability to share this experiences with Sister Colomba.


