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Thomas Fossi (79)

San Angelo

June 26, 1756

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
I hope that you will have received my two letters, or three, in answer to yours; I addressed them as usual to 
Signore Paulinus, etc.
Now I received your letter, sent the tenth of this month, to which I am answering succinctly and in haste so 
as not to repeat what was said in my other letters.

1. I tell you that on no account are you to take that decision to leave your home. That would be a mighty 
mistake and against the Will of God, which is clear that you attend to governing your family and liv-
ing as a married man. All these desires and thoughts coming to the contrary under a guise of good are 
illusions and deceits; so get rid of them like the plague.

2. With regard to the marriage of your daughter, I cannot become part of such a question. It is forbidden 
by our Rule to be involved in marriages, wills, contracts, and business affairs. So do as God inspires 
you and with the advice of your uncle.

3. The illusion regarding chastity which occur against your will, have no scruples regarding them. How-
ever, you did well to mention them in confession with modesty in order to confound the devil and 
humble yourself. You need not use any strain on your head, as I told you so many times, for you do not 
resist with your head, but with your will, and get rid of them with divine grace, making your protest, 
etc.

4. In all the instances that you mention, I tell you the best way is to live abandoned to the Divine Will, 
both in prosperous events as well as adverse, taking everything from the hand of God with a humble 
and peaceful spirit. As for prayer, take the fruit and neglect the leaves; that is, take the virtues, humil-
ity, etc., and let the rest go without reflecting on them and make nothing out of them. In that way you 
will free yourself from all deception, desiring nothing other than the good pleasure of God and the 
imitation of Jesus Christ. I pray for you all the blessing of the Lord and am,

Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


