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Bishop Formaliari389

San Angelo

June 22, 1756

Most Reverend Bishop,
I have the honor to offer to your pious and zealous thoughtfulness the situation of our Father Thomas. Now, 
if he were to come to Todi to conduct his apostolic ministry and, consequently, expose himself to not in-
considerable inconveniences, coming to him just when he is recovering from many days of medication, in 
addition to having lost almost all his teeth — this brings me to suggest, meanwhile, a compromise to the 
wise kindliness of Your Excellency with regard to the mission scheduled for next November. Here I respect-
fully offer this plan for your clear consideration. Along with the difficulties of a journey of one hundred 
twenty to one hundred thirty miles, which can be disastrous at that time; and on the other hand, the weight 
increases in the business which he is engaged; and the catechist who is coming with him is advanced in age; 
so I am asking the benevolent condescension of Your Excellency to favor these assigned with advantage of 
some time to reach your feet toward the middle or around October 20. Or, if that is not feasible, it would be 
necessary for them to delay until Easter of next spring.
I am hoping that you will condescend graciously to such an unavoidable urgency. With confidence in your 
most honorable response, prostrate to kiss your sacred vestments and imploring your pastoral blessing, I 
offer you my profound reverence.
I ask your charity to pardon me if I have not written in my own hand due to the exhaustion of my strength 
from the labors of missions, from which I have just returned, and my other tasks. Father Thomas, provin-
cial, writes that for forty days he has taken a decoction of vipers and has lost almost all his teeth. He has 
only three left.
He is one with me in wishing to serve you, no matter what hardship, and that he may overcome such diffi-
culties it is most necessary that you be pleased to smooth the way with the plan offered above. Otherwise, 
the mission cannot take place in November as you told Father Thomas. I have full confidence in your fa-
therly goodness, and that you will not want to add further threats to his health, and that you will be willing 
to have the mission in October or after Easter since it does not seem expedient to your prudence and zeal 
in that month.
Imploring the assistance of your holy prayers, I declare myself with full respect,
Your devoted and respectful servant,
Paul of the Cross, General
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