
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

1024

Thomas Fossi (78)388

San Angelo

June 16, 1756

J.C.P.

My Dear Thomas and Beloved Son in Christ,
After I answered your last letter, as soon as I returned from the holy missions, I received another one, dated 
May 18 and forwarded from the Presentation. I see that you have decided to wear a habit of Mary Most 
Holy under a vow for one year. I will not interfere as long as it is a style in common use for your state in 
life, not adding or implying what color it might be, that in order to avoid singularity. I have several times 
written you that you are not to take vows, but that you should continue to live in accord with your state in 
life, paying attention to the perfection that state calls for.
With regard to business negotiations, I ought not interfere since it is forbidden by our Rules for us to get 
involved in secular interests. Recommend yourself to God and take advice from persons skilled in that area, 
especially with your relatives, such as your uncle, Signore Paulinus, and others. Be slow in deciding. You 
should attend to the interest belonging to your household investments with peaceful care.
With regard to continence, I always answer: Continue to stay with your freedom and do not get scrupulous 
and do not be talking about this. Since you do not find yourself constant, it is a sign that now is not the time, 
nor do you have knowledge of the Will of God. The conjugal debt, when performed for the holy purpose for 
which it is instituted, is always meritorious.
Your anxiety and your causing distress to your children and wife come from your not keeping your interior 
well protected, and since right now your soul is being tried by God with various pressures, abandonments, 
desolation, and more, so the lower part of your soul is filled with weariness and stress, and it seems to you 
that it cannot put up with more. Here is the remedy, my dear Thomas, and you will be happy if you put it 
into practice.
1. You are to look at your pains and abandonment with a revival of faith in the Divine Good Pleasure, be-
lieving firmly that God has been pleased from all eternity to have you walk this painful path to make you 
like Jesus. Arouse your heart with gentle affections, for example: “Yes, Father, since so it was pleasing in 
your sight.” “So it is, loving Father, I accept my suffering since it has pleased Your Divine Majesty from 
eternity!” “O dear Will of my God! O sweet! O most Holy Will! Yes, my good God, I will what you will in 
life, in death, in time, and in eternity!”
With these and other sentiments you will pacify your heart, and there will be no more affliction. But after-
wards, for the greater proving of faith, God permits that you do not remain soothed, but continue in tension. 
From the higher part of your soul throw yourself more into the Divine Will but without force, without exte-
rior signs with your head, not with sighs, but peacefully, and then speak some happy words, uplifting, both 
to your wife and to your children to keep them quiet and happy. Believe me, you have never been in such 
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a good way as now.
“Because you were acceptable to God, it is necessary that temptation should try you.” For others business 
goes well, but not for you. In addition to the financial losses, it seems to you that God has turned away 
from you, as well as Mary Most Holy. Oh, what a rich work this is! It is a clear sign that God loves you! 
Try to keep yourself peaceful and make frequent acts of resignation. Do not see your suffering coming from 
creatures, but immediately from God, who is using creatures as his instruments. Love the Divine Will in the 
midst of naked suffering, keep a deep silence in your suffering and adversities, and do not allow complaints 
to escape your mouth, not to God and not with creatures. Let your only complaint be: “May the Name of 
the Lord be praised.
We are too burdened with lay brothers, and for some years I will not be able to accept more; otherwise, I 
would be creating a disorder. Believe me, I would willingly accept the young man you recommend to me, 
but I cannot in conscience.
It is necessary to pay friendly social visits and receive such visits; that is what your status and charity to-
ward your neighbor call for. It is enough to be attentive and to excuse oneself quickly so as not to lose time 
and sin in speaking.
The Masses for the Feast of Saint Anne will be celebrated. But I do not wish to accept any donation because 
the obligations I have toward you are simply too great.
I think I have answered the most essential points of your letter. I enclose you, your wife, and your sons and 
daughters in the pure Heart of Jesus, whence I pray plenteous blessings for you, and I am from all my heart,
Remember and have great hope that when this trial is over, which seems like a storm to you, a great calm 
will come, and you will experience the fruit of your alms even in temporal things. Have great confidence 
in God.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
388. Fossi is undergoing interior trials which begin to affect the harmony in his family. Paul gives him guidance whereby he 
should look at these pains and abandonment with a revival of faith in the Divine Good Pleasure. Paul seems to suggest that Fossi 
do what he himself tries to do “in the midst of naked suffering.”


