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Thomas Fossi (77)

San Angelo

June 12, 1756

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
Just today I received your welcome letter, sent April 21, because the one who had it forgot about it. Pa-
tience! Although I am sick and in the process of a cure, I am answering and giving the reply to your son 
Michael, who has much edified and consoled me. You may read it to him, well explained, so he may un-
derstand it. My dear Thomas, continue your conduct but do not exceed your limitations. God wishes that 
your serve him well as a married man. Look at the saints who flourished in that state, and you will see that 
their first attention was to satisfy the obligations of their state in life, for that is the way to please the Lord. 
Continue your prayer as your labors allow you. If you are able, in the morning give first place to a half-hour 
of prayer for the time being. As for the rest, follow the instructions I have given in voice and writing. Never 
get in fixity of mind; keep your head without forcing it; keep your heart quiet and turned to heaven; and all 
the rest according to oral and written directives in the Name of the Lord.
I cannot send Father Clement over there because he is rector of the Retreat, and I cannot allow him to leave. 
Others will come and they are “a good odor of Christ in every place.” I embrace you in Jesus Christ, greet-
ing your pious wife and your sons and daughters, whom I see in the loving flame of the furnace of the divine 
Side of Jesus, whence I affirm that I am from a true heart in haste,
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross


