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I am writing these few lines from the city of Chennai where I am attending the Triennial Assembly of the Major 

Superiors of the Conference of Religious of India (CRI) from May 26-30. The assembly is being held on the vast 

and verdant campus of SRM University.  

The themes of this assembly are: Current Scenario & Move to the Margins.  

The Assembly took cognizance of the fact that the current socio-

political and economic situation of India is a cause for worry for the 

Church in India as we move towards 2019 national elections. What 

we are witnessing in the country is an unprecedented and aggressive 

campaign by the ruling Hindutva Party to destroy the various institu-

tions of the country guaranteed by the Constitution of India; for ex-

ample: the manipulation of parliamentary procedures for legislating 

of laws, curtailing of a free press, tailoring and manipulation of news 

to suit the agenda of the Party aired by TV channels patronised by 

them, encroaching into the independent powers of the judiciary, en-

gaging in electoral malpractices and so on and so forth. By curtailing these important institutions necessary for a 

vibrant democracy and by direct and wanton attack on churches and holy places of the minorities, it tries to oblite-

rate the secular nature of our country held sacrosanct by those who drafted our Constitution. By doing this they 

feel they can marginalize these communities and exterminate the various educational and socio-cultural institutions 

run by them. All this is happening when Christianity which amounts to a mere 2% of the population is contrib-

uting 20% of the country’s educational and employment needs. 

While this Hindutva Party is systematically trying to upset the secular fabric of the country, India is also suffering 

from the increasing vagaries of climate change and the financial insecurity faced by millions of people because of 

de-monetization and the introduction of GST and the protectionist attitude of the government toward the power 

houses of the major industrialists who pillage and plunder the poor in the name of development. Marginalization 

of the farmers, the fisher folks, the Dalits and other weaker and vulnerable communities in India goes unabated.  

The question we ask is: where do we stand in this current scenario as consecrated people? It is a question that we 

cannot avoid if we want to be relevant and retain the prophetic call of religious life. Because, as Pope Francis puts 

it: “the great changes in history were realized when reality was seen not from the centre, but from the periphery”.  

In this situation the clarion call made to the Religious in India is to move into the margins both geographical and 

existential, though not necessarily leaving all their institutions. They are also invited to work in close collaboration 

with the Catholic Bishops Conference of India and thus to forge a united front to combat, in an evangelical and 

non-violent manner, the enemies mentioned above.  

Besides focusing on the themes of the Assembly, we also had several input sessions on various other topics such 

as: Ecology: The Urgency, the Challenges, and the Solutions; Caritas and CRI Collaboration; Social Media: Use, Misuse, and Fake 

News; From Pain to Power: Rescue and Rehabilitation of Victims of Human Trafficking; Organ Donation; Legal Framework for 

Learn Leap Lead 
CRI Triennial National Assembly 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Greetings! Hope this PIANO issue will find you all keeping well.  
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Brothers Antony John & Antony Thomas renewed their Vows on  the 8th of may at Jeevadhama, Bangalore 

UPDATES 

Religious Mission; and Service to Inter-State Migrants. 

Though the days were packed with many presentations, to be present there with as many as 560 Religious Supe-

riors from all over India, in-itself, was a great experience! 

I think this short write-up on the Assembly would not be complete without a short report on the venue. The 

venue, SRM University, is set on a 600-acres of verdant area replete with a varie-

ty of state-of-the-art facilities. The University has a student strength of 56,000 

with a faculty of 3,000 and thousands of other support staff across its several 

campuses. They also have students from 50 plus countries! 

However, what I would like to highlight is the vision of this one man who, forty 

years ago, started with just one technical college and now boasts of, besides the 

SRM University, four medical colleges and several other engineering colleges in 

the country. His name is T.R. Pachamuthu, a devout Hindu, a visionary and the 

Founder Chancellor of the university. His motto which became also the univer-

sity’s motto is: “Learn, Leap and Lead”. When he was approached by the CRI 

executive with the request to use the SRM Campus for the Assembly, he not 

only happily obliged but also wanted the CRI to be the first occupants of the 

newly constructed hostel. He went out of his way to make sure that the newly 

constructed fifteen-storey building on the campus be first occupied by, what he 

called, “holy Catholic Religious Superiors of India” and, to our surprise, he said 

that the room and board for all five days were completely “gratis”, a compliment of the University — what a 

great example of generosity!!!! Till the day we left he kept saying that he felt bad that he couldn’t do enough for 

us!!!! 

As we try to continue living our prophetic call and reach out to the peripheries, let us invoke an outpouring of 

the Spirit on all our Religious living and working in India and abroad. And, let us be inspired by the vision of 

people like T.R. Pachamuthu to dream big and be catalysts in radiating the values of the Kingdom in our places 

of ministry.  

God bless you all, 

Paul Cherukoduth, C.P. 

Vice Provincial  



Page 3  PIANO May, 2018 Volume 5, Issue 5  

Passionist Students’ Annual Gather-

ing at Jyotir Bhavan, Bangalore from 

25th till 28th May  

Opening of  Jubilee Year of  Passion-

ist Parish, Palliport, Kerala on the 

6th of  May 
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BIRTHDAY 

ANTONY A V 01 

ANTONY JOHN 06 

NELSON 10 

JENISH 21 

PAUL 26 

SONY 02 

JOSE 02 

LOUIS 02 

BINOD 11 

DEVARAJ 11 

MONCY 10 

MAHENDRA 10 

JUNE PROFESSION 

29TH OF JUNE, 2018 MARKS 150 YEARS OF CANONISATION OF 

OUR FOUNDER AND FATHER ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS  

 

Blessing of 

the Site and 

laying of 

foundation 

Stone for new 

Kindergarten 

school build-

ing in Rand-

ham, Tamil 

Nadu.  

St. Thomas the Apostle, Vice Province, (THOM) 

Congregation of the Passion, 

Passionist Jyotir Bhavan, 

Carmelaram, P.O. Bangalore - 560035. 

Karnataka, India. Mob: +91-8129195929 

Email ID: thomviceprovince@gmail.com, 

clpaulcp1@gmail.com 

Verba volant, scripta manent! 


