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Passionist News Notes 
St Paul of the Cross Province  

 

This fundraiser was a big success  with  a record 160 attending and raised over $140,000 to 
support these efforts: 
B E D F O R D - S T U Y V E S A N T ,  B R O O K L Y N  I S :  
A place of historic struggle and good. 
A place where 33% of residents live in poverty and 48% of children live under the poverty 
line. 
A place that is home to thousands of disconnected youth, representing a quiet crisis that 
promises continued, significant social consequences.  

O N E  B L O C K ,  O N E  P E R S O N  A T  A  T I M E  
We're changing this by turning the youth of the neighborhood into the neighborhood's next 

generation of college-ready entrepreneurs.  
The neighborhood's next generation of dreamers, thinkers and makers. 

I N  T H E  N E X T  5  Y E A R S ,  
We will build and grow 5 new businesses,  

Partner with 50 existing businesses in the area,  

to engage 500 young people. 

Many of whom will be working for the very first time  

Fr. Jim O’Shea 

with cofounder 

Efrain Hernandez 

(in Grey Sweatshirt) 

and several  of the men 

of ReConnect 

 

Pictures of the event 

are on the  

next few pages 

http://reconnectbrooklyn.org  

http://reconnectbrooklyn.org




Reconnect fashion Show with their creations and 

original song by Nick Ramirez 



One of the designs  

on their shirt 

Some of their 

shirts that they 

design and  

manufacture 





Father Claudio Piccinini, C.P., is a Passionist Missionary Priest born in Ascoli Pice-
no, Italy, in 1941. He lived in Italy for 18 years,  before moving with his family to 
Windsor, in the Canadian province Ontario. He is one of seven children. 

After having obtained a Masters in Theology at St. John's 
University, in the American State of New York, Father 
Claudio was ordained a priest in the Order of the Pas-
sionists on June 2, 1972. In his capacity as Passionist 
Missionary, Father Claudio leads Missions lasting a week 
in English and Italian, both in the United States and in 
Canada. 

In addition to conducting parish missions, Father Claudio 
is the founder of United Society (The United Socie-
ty). This Society was founded for religious people, priests 
and laity, to promote Peace, Love and Unity in accordance with the teachings of 
the Gospel. In Canada the Society has a program called Teopoli (the City of 
God). Teopoli was founded on 200 acres of land in Gravenhurst in the beautiful 
Muskoka region of Ontario. Every year thousands of pilgrims, men, women and 
children spend days or weeks in this place of pilgrimage and prayer to obtain 
greater intensity of faith and religious life. 

During his mission, Father Claudio distributes a beautiful crucifix about 6 centime-

ters long to all the parishioners who attend the functions of the week-

end. Thousands of people in the United States and Canada possess one of these 

crucifixes, in memory of the love of God as manifested in the Passion of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

Fr. Claudio Piccinini, C.P. and Teopoli (the City of God) in Canada 

Carol Albano accepting the Listening Jesus Crucifix from Fr. Claudio at the Passionists Chapter in May 

The following pages show some of the recent Pilgrimages to Teopoli 







Sister Carmelina C.P. Servant of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sister Carmelina, C.P. and Fr. Claudio Piccinini , C.P. 
 
The remarkable story of Sr. Carmelina was the highlight of the annual Family Celebration held by Societa Unita, (the United Society). In this 
entry, we want to make available to our visitors the actual presentation given that evening by Fr. Claudio Piccinini who was her spiritual 
advisor. God willing, Sr. Carmelina will be Toronto's first saint. Here is what Fr. Claudio told the over four hundred people present: 
The Servant of God, Sr. Carmelina Tarantino of the Cross, was born the 7th of February, 1937, in the little town of Livery near Naples. She 
was one of 11 children of Saverio Tarantino and Annunziata Fiore. 

In 1964, at the age of 27, Sr. Carmelina emigrated to Canada joining the seven brothers and sisters who were already living here. At this 
time, 8 members of the family were living in Canada and three remained in Italy with their parents. 

After her arrival in Canada, Sr. Carmelina continued to experience difficulties with her health and after many visits to doctors, hospitals, and 
more than 23 operations, she ended up being admitted to Riverdale Hospital, now called the Bridgepoint Active Healthcare. Her physical 
conditions were of the worse kind. Her left leg amputated, including the left part of her lower body, her right breast taken out and her left 
leg immobilized. It was as if her body was nailed to the bed without being able to move except her arms and torso. She suffered with con-
tinuous atrocious pains, high fevers, severe headaches with nausea and vomit attacks. 

In 1973, she met Fr. Claudio Piccinini by phone for the first time. He was surprised to see how she faced her health problems. They spoke 
for about half an hour and at the end he told her that he desired to meet her, if she was willing. She answered yes, and gave him her phone 
number. A few days later he met Sr. Carmelina in her room at the hospital and found her as she had described herself. She was in bed not 
able to get up, to sit on the bed or even raise her shoulders. He saw her as if nailed to her bed but she didn't complain; instead, she was 
encouraging him not to feel badly since he was saying that he was sorry to see her in so much pain and suffering. During that first visit they 
spoke at length about their lives. She spoke about where she came from, her family, her illness, and what she had suffered since she first 
fell sick. 

On his part Fr. Claudio told her about his life and about what he was doing in Toronto as a religious priest. He told her about Teopoli and his 
dreams about the whole Mission of the United Society. Before he left her room on that day, she told him that she desired to become part 
of the Mission and help him, but she also told him that she did not know what exactly she would be able to do given her poor health. Fr. 
Claudio reassured her that he would be very happy to see her working with him. He also explained to her that she would be able to do 
much more than all the others put together, with her prayers and her on-going sacrificial suffering, which surely was something very much 
accepted by God. 

In the course of one of their conversations after 1976, Carmelina confided in Fr. Claudio that when she was 11or12 years old she had the 
desire to become a religious sister, but nothing came of it. At that point, he asked whether she still had the wish to become a sister. She 
immediately answered that it would be the most beautiful day of her life. He also asked her in which community she wanted to enter. 
Without hesitation, she answered the Passionist. That day Fr. Claudio initiated the request to the Mother General of the Passionist Sisters 
of St. Paul of the Cross, Mother Edoarda Achille. And so, it happened that on the 26th of November, precisely 40 years ago, in the all-
purpose hall of the hospital Sr. Carmelina professed her religious vows of poverty, chastity, obedience, and the fourth vow specific to Pas-
sionists, namely the vow to promote in the minds and hearts of the faithful a devout remembrance of the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
From that day on, she would be called Sr. Carmelina of the Cross. She would live 15 more years as a Passionist Sister. 

https://teopoli.com/


The life of Sister Carmelina continued as before except that she now belonged to a religious community and came under the authority of 
the Mother General, who graciously allowed her to continue her apostolate with the United Society. There were many activities taking 
place at Teopoli in Gravenhust, Ontario: the religious pilgrimages, the Teopoli Summer Experience, spiritual retreats and days of prayer. 
There were many individuals who desired to meet Sr. Carmelina. An intense apostolate of prayers, consultations, accompaniment with 
those suffering and with individuals who wanted to live a more intense spiritual life continued to develop and grow around her. One can 
say that the city of Toronto had never experienced such a spiritual event. 

People of all races and ages were going to visit her to ask for advice and to fulfill some spiritual need. She accepted everyone with open 
arms and without regard to her failing physical strength. Many times, especially at the beginning, Fr. Claudio had to intervene and moder-
ate her desire to want to be present to everyone and without consideration to her deteriorating health. But she was obedient in everything 
and continued to live in the deepest union with people and with God. Her life was a continual surrender to the Lord and to the service of 
people through the imitation of the Passion and Death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sister Carmelina ended her earthly pilgrimage on March 21, 1992. She is now buried at Holy Cross Cemetery. Many people visit her tomb 
as they had visited her hospital room when she was living. In 2009, the Catholic Church initiated her beatification process. Now everyone 
who knows her prays to the Lord that the day will come when we can venerate her on the altar and propose her as a model of the Christian 
life to others. Many people recount beautiful things that have happened to them through her intercession. Many speak of miracles that 
have taken place in their lives. For the moment, we can be absolutely ascertain that because of her presence in our midst the greater To-
ronto area and Canada that welcomed her with open arms, and with the grace of God, there exists a new Religious Community, the Com-
munity of the Passionist Sisters of St. Paul of the Cross. All of us who know Sr. Carmelina, hope and pray that the longed-for day may come 
when we will be able to call her St. Carmelina of the Cross. 

Sr. Carmelina, pray for us and for a culture of life and love in Canada and the rest of the world. 

Sister Carmelina Tarantino , C.P. Servant of God 


