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Maria Cherubina Bresciani (41)

San Angelo

December 4, 1755

Leaving a day or two

after Christmas.

J.C.P.

Reverend Mother, My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
On my return from the holy missions yesterday at 20 hours, and after about three months of labors, I found 
your letter among the packet of letters that arrived in my absence. I am answering it in haste because of the 
many letters and other occupations I have. I tell you that it is not possible for me to send you the workers 
you wish, whether for your convent or for the populace, since they are all employed and some are far away. 
In the Retreat of the Presentation, which is closer to your city, there are only those set aside for the novitiate, 
which they can in no way abandon. The faculties must come from the bishop only, not from a secular ruler. 
I am unwilling to use that channel and am unwilling to weaken ecclesiastical jurisdiction. But it would be 
moot to attempt it since the way to send workers there is blocked because they are few and all are under the 
authority of the bishop in places where the Retreats are established. So you will need to try another plan, 
and God knows how willingly I would be to serve you if that were possible. In the neighboring cities you 
may be able to locate willing preachers both for the convent and for the city. Be of good heart, continue your 
exercises, suffer in silence, and trust in God, and the Lord will make you holy. Pray much for me and for our 
Congregation. Stay recollected in God in interior solitude, clothed with Jesus Crucified, and become holy 
with the secret holiness of the Cross. Jesus bless you and all your religious. I am in a great hurry.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


