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John Francis Sancez (15)

San Angelo

October 8, 1755

Leaving on October 25 or 26.

J.C.P.

Dear Sir,
On my return to this Retreat, after the mission at Ronciglione and Capranica, I found your welcome let-
ter, along with the letter of Father Peter Carascon, who is already at our Retreat in Terracina. God knows 
how much I would gladly have him live there if it were not for the prohibition of the Sacred Congregation 
against seculars and religious living in the same house, as is also forbidden by our Rules, except for allow-
ing them in for retreats. It was agreed that Vincent Grazi could stay a month, or little more, in one of our 
Retreats, but it could not be longer because of the prohibition cited above. We will do likewise for Peter.
Oh, how much I sympathize with him over his loss! which will add to his spiritual advantage even more 
than if he had acquired a principality. I am always more impressed and deeply grateful for his holy charity 
and his prudent assistance for our novitiate and all the rest of the help that his exceedingly great piety ac-
complished for our Retreat. All this is written in letters of gold for his blessed eternity and to bring a rain of 
greater blessings, even temporal, upon his pious household.
Brother Aloysius is a bit harsh and wedded to his own opinion. I am hoping that will be done away with 
little by little in the fire of holy love. You should do what you think best in the Lord, while I know certainly 
that you have it much at heart that all be done according to the Rules.
The death of our holy Father Fulgentius has forced me to anticipate the Provincial Chapter in order to 
provide a rector for this Retreat and one at Paliano, which will certainly be established in November, and, 
more importantly, to elect the master of novices, etc. I am waiting day by day for the capitulars, along with 
Father Provincial.
Around October 25 or 26 Father Mark Aurelius, our consultor, will be here to take my place in this Retreat 
and to put the new rector in possession. That will not be published until some days after the Feast of All 
Saints. He will remain there until June in order to effect an excellent beginning to the novitiate. Meanwhile, 
I think there will be a large vestition if all the postulants come; however, we have left behind not a few 
because there was no room. In a future mail you will be asked to arrange for a calash on a date to be named 
to bring that Father and his companion here so that they can be here by evening and not have to sleep in the 
countryside.
I am pained with the conduct of widow Tazzera, who is repaying so nastily all that the Grazi family did for 
her. But as your charity, along with that of Signori Petri, Bausani, and Guglielmini, remains entirely pleas-
ing to the Lord, so His Divine Majesty will give them all their merit. I have no doubts that their goodness 
will be able to suffer the weaknesses of the widow, since she is good and pious and acted without thinking. 
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The fire of holy love consumes all that is imperfect and makes everything work out well: “To those who 
love God all things work together unto good.” I am in a hurry and enclose all your household in the holy 
Side of Jesus. All this year I have not had the good fortune to enjoy your holy conversation because of my 
sickness and the many missions I have, as well as the business of the Congregation. From all my heart, I am,
Your unworthy, obligated, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross


