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Pope Benedict XIV (8)

September 22, 1755371

Your Holiness,
Paul of the Cross, General Superior of the Congregation of the Discalced Clerics of the Passion of Jesus 
Christ, servant and humble petitioner of Your Holiness, prostrate at your feet with all respect and reverence, 
sets forth that in the year 1744, from the certain memory of Cardinal Albani of Saint Clement, who, in 
pursuit of a venerable letter of Your Holiness, freely offered us and assigned to us the sanctuary and church 
of San Eutizio, Martyr, in the territory of Soriano, and that same cardinal at his own expense reestablished 
and restored the church and had the Retreat constructed with the purpose that day and night praise would 
be offered to God by religious, so that the beauty of the holy martyr would shine forth the better, and in this 
way abuses of relaxation and profanation which occurred on principal feasts would be removed, and that 
our neighbors would be helped in accord with our Institute.
Solemn possession of that church and Retreat took place by your petitioner in the name of the Congregation 
of the Discalced Clerics of the Passion with the issuing of a public document in writing. The Confraternity 
of the Holy Martyr, located in Soriano, wished to reserve for themselves and maintain the single right for 
their processions, in which they were accustomed to assemble to visit the church of the saint. That was 
agreed to without encountering any difficulty.
But your petitioner did not agree in any way to an addition to the document, as he is able to testify in 
conscience, that they should insert the words “preserving their ancient rights and customs,” in the light of 
which, beyond the processions which were never impeded after our peaceful possession for so many years, 
there appears from the outside a strong demand that the religious who live there be considered simply sac-
ristans and caretakers of the church. Their petition claims absolutely their ancient rights to continue to take 
up in the church their collections, to seek bussole and bandi,372 as well as other supports, and finally to 
have rooms at the disposal of their chaplains, and other like rights. All this would result in the disturbance 
of this religious family, which would not be able to maintain its deep spirit of recollection and solitude in 
accord with its Constitutions, and would cause questions were we to have the duty of apostolic ministers 
for the administration of the sacraments.
For this reason, your petitioner has recourse to the supreme fatherly zeal and piety of Your Holiness, simply 
for the glory of God, to please cut off with a supreme authoritative decree both the disturbances and the 
pretensions of the Confraternity, and to maintain this religious family in peaceful possession.
Your petitioner, because of the special kindness he has enjoyed from Your Holiness until now, further re-
quests, so that our possession may be the more stable, that Your Holiness decree that certain Masses which 
their chaplains are accustomed to celebrate every week in this church be transferred to their church of San 
Eutizio in Soriano. They once promised this but have not fulfilled the promise.

___________________________________________________________________
371. This is the date on which the request was granted. Paul’s letter to the pope is not dated and was written earlier.

372. These are words alluding to rights of income on the part of the Confraternity of San Eutizio.


