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Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (24)

San Angelo

August 31, 1755

Leaving September 14.

J.C.P.
Jesus who is our Way, our Truth and our Light

be always with you.

I received your letter, dated the twenty-eighth of this month, in the ordinary post last evening. I have not 
received any other letter, except what you sent me some days before the Assumption, and that was not a 
reply to my letter.
I come back to say to you I must be the first to obey the decree of our General Chapter that prohibits ev-
eryone from undertaking the direction of nuns and others, except to help them at the time of retreats and 
missions when we hear them in the confessional, and no other way. If on some rare occasions there is a 
request for some spiritual direction, it is not forbidden to provide it if that is possible.
You, thanks to God, have had extensive instructions and have a good confessor where you are.
I am leaving for the missions that begin September 24. After that I have other burdens in the business of my 
office; therefore, I will not be in this Retreat until the middle of next June. On my normal journeys by here 
I will spend only a night or two. Recommend me much to the Lord and believe my needs are not few. As 
for the graces you say I have received, I must tell you I have no light whatever about that. I must abandon 
myself to the divine dispositions and unite myself to the Will of God. I see myself like a criminal thrown 
from a prison full of serpents into one filled with dragons and monsters. I need to keep silent and approve as 
best what His Divine Majesty disposes for me, since this is less than the hell I merit. Jesus make you holy 
and bless you.
Your unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross


