
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

973

Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (22)

San Angelo

August 12, 1755

J.C.P.

Most Reverend Sister in Christ,
I received your letter, along with many more that would make you wonder how my head can take it. Truly, 
it seems to me that there is no room to be concerned that the conduct of your spirit is not according to God. 
Take care not to put up any obstacles, but be always more faithful, more buried, more hidden in God with 
true interior and exterior recollection. There is much to be said of the lights you have concerning the Con-
gregation and me, but we can speak face-to-face; at present I cannot do it in writing because of my many 
occupations.
The truth is that facts and experience show sensibly all to the contrary; but on this I do not know what to 
say. That the Congregation must be persecuted by the Heads of the Church does not seem possible, since 
the Heads of the Church are, first of all, the pope and then the bishops, and these have always favored the 
works of God. They have put objections to seek great proof, but they have protected it and favored it.
I will be on the missions and will visit two Retreats sometime, and who knows whether I will be able to pay 
a short visit over there. I want to hope for that. If God is willing, we will speak face-to-face for the glory 
of the Lord.
I ought to tell you to your heart that an avalanche of tasks and woes flood in increasingly, and without the 
strong grace of God my weak nature would not rise above it all. Enough! God is omnipotent and does not 
permit more than one can carry. You can write me once more so that I can answer; after that, no more until 
God wills it because after the Assumption I will visit a Retreat and then go on missions.
Cry out much for me and for the Congregation, especially on the Feast of the Assumption, so that His Di-
vine Majesty will give us the light for the coming Provincial Chapter. We need to anticipate that because of 
the death of our Father Fulgentius, and we need to provide rectors for two Retreats and elect a novice mas-
ter. The office was exercised by Father Fulgentius, who was also rector of the Retreat on Mount Argentario, 
and we need to provide for everything. I have special need of light for the election of the Father Provincial 
for the distant Retreats.
O God! how necessary it is to cry out! The present provincial is good, but he can be at the observance very 
little because he is always out on missions, and I see that the Retreats are failing a bit. So, I have been 
looking for a worthy member who is a great example, prudent, and can be present more. But the present 
provincial is in the middle of working for a foundation, so I am perplexed.
Out of charity, my blessed Sister Colomba, pray much. You see how I open my heart to you in the Presence 
of God but in secret. I will be awaiting your reply in God. Give me an answer as soon as possible after the 
Feast of the Assumption. Obey the loving attractions of the Holy Spirit, lose yourself more and more in 
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holy, pure love, and accept the divine work and precious pain, which is a martyrdom of love, or at least its 
beginning, with thanksgiving. O Sister Colomba, how grateful you must be to God! I am in a hurry; may 
Jesus make you as holy as I desire and have you die as a martyr of holy love. Amen. Embrace your martyr-
dom also for poor me.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


