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Girolama Ercolani (32)

San Angelo

July 26, 1755

J.C.P.

My Esteemed Girolama,
I received your letter, dated the nineteenth of this month, in which I learn of the affliction you are expe-
riencing from extreme sadness of your good daughter. I believe it arises from delicacy of conscience and 
keen apprehensions. She needs to take advantage of the confessor who assists her so that he may enlighten 
her, comfort her, and take away her apprehensions. His Divine Majesty is accustomed to make use of his 
ministers in this way; but your daughter must obey the confessor. Tell her, on my behalf, that she should be 
consoled, for she has very clear signs that she is in the grace of God, and to get rid of the scruples and this 
sadness which the devil is causing, and not to be rigid, but to take comfort. Let her sing some spiritual songs 
and make frequent acts of confidence in God and darts of love to the Wounds of Jesus, etc.
With regard to the fears caused you by the homicide in your neighborhood, even this can be used by the 
devil to trouble you. Make nothing out of it, despise it, raise your heart to the Lord and these fears will 
quickly vanish. But do not allow your mind to become fixed on anything, but distract it and place your 
thoughts on Jesus Crucified, in whom you should place all your hope.
You should be happy in Jesus Christ and, believe me, all these afflictions will not cause you any harm, but 
much good. The blessed God looks with an eye of mercy on your house. Fear nothing, despise such appre-
hensions, drive off the evil one, who brings these things up, with the sign of the cross, with holy water, and 
with acts of the love of God and filial confidence in the Lord.
With regard to the other point in your letter, I cannot give you any advice in writing. Meanwhile, many 
things need looking at. Take counsel with your confessor and, meanwhile, be very vigilant and all eyes to 
observe, etc. But, above all, do not get depressed over anything; put all your trust in God and be certain that 
His Divine Majesty will give you grace to do everything well. Jesus bless you and all your good family. I 
place them in the holy Side of Jesus, where I affirm again that with all my soul I am,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


