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Joseph M. Ferrari369

San Angelo

July 24, 1755

J.C.P.

Reverend Father,
I received your welcome letter, dated the twenty-second of this month, and I am very thankful in Jesus 
Christ for the always great charity that you are pleased to continue toward me. May the Lord reward you. 
With regard to the two postulants, one of whom I suppose has been recommended by our patron Thomas, 
I must reverently tell you that in November there will be fourteen vested as novices. Therefore, there is no 
room for them. If the novitiate will be able to continue in the coming year, and that is not certain unless 
another Retreat can be opened, in that case I can assert that they will be the first to be admitted. God knows 
how much I desire to satisfy everyone, seeing that many are asking, but no one is held to what is impossible.
With regard to your coming to Mount Argentario, you know how much that would please me, as I said in 
my other letter. But, believe me, in the present circumstance I cannot fulfill your good desires for the reason 
that we have one of our religious priests on the first floor with a strange disease, which he endures with great 
resignation. We could not allow you to be in that same section. But what is deferred is not denied. I pray the 
gentle Jesus to make you holy in your state; and that will happen if you correspond, as I wish to hope, with 
the grace of staying withdrawn to prayer as determined, to keeping watch over yourself, and to flying from 
all occasions with strong abnegation and withdrawal from all that is not God. I recommend myself to your 
prayers and enclose you in the holy Side of Jesus, and again affirm that I am,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the †

My health hangs by a thread.

___________________________________________________________________
369. Joseph Ferrari evidently is the former Father Joseph Mary of the Seven Sorrows of Mary, who joined the Congregation in 
1743 as a priest, ordained in 1728 or 1729. He left in September 1745. Ferrari testified at the canonical Processes.


