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Mother Maria Colomba of Jesus and Mary

San Angelo

July 14, 1755

J.C.P.

Reverend Mother,
I read with edification the letter sent to me by the archpriest Melata. It arrived here this morning. With re-
gard to the scruple you bring up to me, which you tell me was given you by your confessor, that is, that you 
have committed many sacrileges by your lack of poverty, etc., and you asked me to speak about it to the 
archpriest, which I did immediately. So I say that since your confessions and communions were made in 
good faith, you have not committed any sacrileges. So I claim it as certain that you will already have con-
fessed exercising proprietorship, or to make myself better understood, failures committed against poverty, 
etc., and therefore, you are to remain peaceful and not be upset nor downcast anymore. The archpriest will 
have more to say when he speaks to you.
Take care to be exact in the future, being attentive to everything, and not to exercise independent ownership. 
Be detached from everything; otherwise, you will not have peace.
I rejoice in the Lord that you are making an hour of meditation on the Passion of Jesus Christ every day. 
Continue that and be assured that God will make you holy. In regard to Holy Communion, when you have 
the opportunity to do so and your confessor agrees, go to Communion always. Oh, what a great treasure! 
This is a font of love and of holiness. He who is thirsty, says the gentle Jesus, let him come to me and drink. 
You are thirsty to become holy and to burn with holy love? What are you to do then if not fly and embrace 
your gentle Spouse in the Sacrament?
Take care to remain in the Presence of God within you; keep in mind that internal solitude is so much rec-
ommended by me, etc.
Stir yourself up often with ejaculatory prayers, with a sweet arousal of faith, speak little and well, be char-
itable and the same with everyone, gentle, meek, humble of heart, but detached from all creatures, from all 
pleasure. Never be idle. Join your work with internal prayer, that is, with a loving attention to the Highest 
Good, and carry on the altar of your heart the sufferings of Jesus.
I am in a hurry and am writing just a small bit with a trembling hand. Take courage, stay joyous in God, do 
not give way to upsets, get rid of scruples, and be at peace on my say so because you have clear signs that 
you are in the grace of God. If you are faithful, you will become holy.
Greet your Mother Abbess for me and assure her that in my poor prayers I do not lose sight of her convent, 
from which I left very edified. The haste she mentions to me when I arrived there came from my late arrival. 
I am certain that I was the same for all and according to the needs of each one.
Greet Sister Maria Hyacinth for me, and I thank her for the memory she has of this poor man who goes 
about with a stick. Tell her to continue for my needs increase. I rejoice over her tribulations, for they are 
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purifying her as gold in the furnace. Tell her to stay home, that is, in her inner home, reposing on the bosom 
of the Heavenly Father and embracing her sufferings which are joys, and to repose on the cross and be holy. 
I enclose you in the holy Side of Jesus, and am,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross

Do not write me any more, for I am too busy.


