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Maria Suscioli (Dolcissima of Calvary) (2)

San Angelo

July 6, 1755

J.C.P.
May the Passion of Jesus and the Sorrows of Mary

be always in your heart.

I received your letter, which I read to my edification. I thank you in the Lord. I thank you for the information 
you gave me of the departure of your uncle for Rome in order to bring about an affair of much glory to God. 
I will not fail to pray His Divine Majesty to preserve him in health and free him from all evil by consoling 
him, along with ourselves, in the happy outcome of this holy endeavor, as I hope.
Regarding your aridity and dryness at prayer, believe me that you merit more in meditating on the suffer-
ings of Jesus Christ in such a state than if you were caught up in tears since you are practicing the holy 
virtues more, that is, faith, hope and charity. Such a prayer is more pleasing to God because it is more free 
of self-satisfaction. Be faithful in persevering and never abandon holy prayer.
Saint Teresa was dry, arid, and desolate for eighteen years; Blessed Clara of Mount Falco was in that con-
dition for fifteen years; and so many more holy souls. Resign yourself to the Will of God, quick to suffer 
everything, as much as will please the Lord. By doing this you will see and quickly experience the internal 
visit of the Sovereign Good with his divine consolations. Be faithful in putting into practice the advice you 
have received by voice and from spiritual books. Get yourself accustomed to ejaculatory prayers, frequent 
spiritual communions, which you can make many times in the day, even at home. I recommend much that 
you be a lover of obedience, humility of heart, holy modesty; be careful about speaking; guard your eyes 
well; never give in to sadness, but stay joyous in God. For you have clear signs that you are much beloved 
by the gentle Jesus, the loving Spouse of our souls.
Father N. greets you in the Lord. Together we recommend you to God. May Jesus bless you and make you 
holy. Amen.
I forgot myself. I am sending a Holy Child for Signora N., and it is somewhat small. The larger one is for 
you; it is a gift from your dear Spouse, who gifts her with the cross and thorns to make her holy. In haste I 
am,
Your unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross


