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A Rector of the Congregation (2)

San Angelo

July 5, 1755

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I rejoice in the Lord that the students are pursuing their studies and are healthy. I thank the Lord much more 
for the holy observance, and I have no doubt that, because of your charity and zeal, it will flourish always 
more for the glory of God. I hope in the Lord that you will grow more and more in holy love to be a mirror 
to all of the holy observance, and have always more a charitable and vigilant eye that no disorder creeps 
in, but that all are the good odor of Jesus Christ in every place. “Be faithful unto death and I will give you 
the crown of glory. The best persevere, the worst fall away” (Saint Augustine).367 Let us remain in our 
nothingness with a high godlike purity of intention, in everything seeking the Divine Good Pleasure, keep-
ing ourselves always in true fidelity and high resignation to the Divine Will, seeing to it that our interior is 
well governed, quiet, serene, detached from all created goods, so that we may be the delight of Jesus Christ 
and render ourselves always more disposed to receive the grace of interior recollection in order to become 
continuous adorers of the Most High in spirit and in truth. To this end it is necessary to make oneself ac-
customed to the exercise of the theological virtues, to frequent acts of humility of heart, ejaculatory prayer, 
frequent visits to the Blessed Sacrament, holy spiritual communions, and in this way keep the fire of holy 
love always burning on the altar of our hearts.
Pray and have prayers offered for me and for the Congregation. I never forget you in my poor prayers. I pray 
more for them before I pray for myself.
In a short time another Retreat will be erected on Mount Sutri.368 I have already visited there. Permission 
has come from the Sacred Congregation of Good Government. I hope it will be a fine Retreat in beautiful 
and profound solitude. Jesus bless all of you and make you saints. Amen. I embrace you in the holy Heart 
of Jesus and am with all affection,
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
367. Quotation unknown.

368. The foundation desired by Bishop Philip Mornati and by the populace could not be realized because of opposition to it 
(Zoffoli, Vol. I, pp. 977-980).


