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Thomas Fossi (70)

San Angelo

June 10, 1755

The Passion of Jesus and the Sorrows of Mary
be always in our hearts.

Dearest,
Last night I received your welcome letter in the post, forwarded from the Retreat of San Eutizio in Soriano 
and dated May 25. The ideas you express and the lights that the Mercy of God grants you edify me always 
more and console me in the Lord. Oh, how grateful you ought to be to our good God, who holds you in his 
arms like a child and feeds you milk at the loving bosom of his infinite charity to have you grow in faith, 
hope, and holy love! I beg you, as strongly as I know how, to profit by this divine knowledge which the 
Sovereign Master, Christ Jesus, is teaching you in the school of his holy Passion while you meditate with 
faith and love. In this divine school you ought to learn to suffer in silence and in hope, and to be gentle 
and meek, pleasing and obedient. Strive then to honor the Divine Master by profiting by his holy teaching 
and practicing as opportunity offers. You will be a good student if you are clothed with the virtues of Jesus 
Christ, and he will be sure to clothe you if you are very humble and detached from all that is not God and 
very hidden with all creatures so they do not rob you of your treasure. I recommend interior recollection. 
Remember, dearest one, that your soul is the living temple of the Most High. Stay within yourself, close the 
door in the face of all creatures, remain in interior solitude, clothed with the sufferings of Jesus, and repose 
in the sacred Side which is the furnace of holy love. I have strong hope that your desires will be realized, 
and that the Lord will make you see one of the jewels that His Divine Majesty has confided to you placed 
in this edifice.
Pray much for me because I find myself in great need and calamities. Always pray for our poor Congrega-
tion that is not a little tried and persecuted. Cry out much to the Lord and Mary Most Holy. I end as I enclose 
you in the lovable Heart of Jesus, along with your holy companion and blessed children, all of whom I see 
in my poor prayers and holy sacrifices in that same Heart of our Savior, from whom I ask and pray the most 
copious blessings. May Jesus make you as holy as I desire.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


