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Maria Suscioli (Dolcissima of Calvary)366 (1)

San Angelo

June 9, 1755

J.C.P.
The grace of the Holy Spirit be always in your soul.

I have received news to my great edification of the noble refusal you made about going to the fiesta. This is 
a grace that the Mercy of God has given, and you ought to be grateful to His Divine Majesty by humbling 
your heart and knowing that of yourself you produce nothing but horrible evil. Give all the glory to that 
Infinite Good who holds your soul in the loving arms of his divine charity. I cannot express the joy of my 
poor spirit in seeing the preparations that the sweet Jesus is making in your soul to take his delights there-
in. The Divine Spouse has already prepared for you the jewels of all the holy virtues and heavenly gifts to 
adorn your soul and to take you then as his beloved spouse and, at the same time, as the victim sacrificed in 
holocaust in the fire of holy love for His Divine Majesty. Oh, what a grace this is! How can you give thanks 
enough to the Sovereign Giver of every good?
So listen, Maria, you have clear signs that the blessed God wishes to make you holy if you correspond. 
What more can I say? So begin with great generosity of spirit to put human respect under foot and do not be 
ashamed to be a servant of Jesus Christ. Look at this evil world with the horror that a condemned criminal 
would have for the gallows. Consider and realize that there you breathe an air which is poisoned with so 
many sins that are committed, which ought to make us weep tears of blood.
From here on you need to govern your life in such a way that anyone who looks at Maria will see a living 
portrait of our Crucified Love.
Keep a high detachment from everything created and aspire only to celebrate your holy espousals with the 
Sovereign King of Kings, Christ Jesus, by means of a perfect union of love with that Infinite Good.
For this purpose, so as to be more disposed, be very faithful in never omitting your holy meditation on the 
Passion and on the sorrows of Mary Most Holy. Keep your heart recollected; arouse it often with acts of 
faith and sweet affections and acts of holy love. In the solitude of your room, take the crucifix in your arms 
and with great faith and love kiss his sacred Wounds and tell him of the benefits he has done you. If you are 
bothered with scruples or temptations, tell him about them, as a daughter would to a good father. Ask him 
to teach you how to pray well, to love him, and to serve him. Ask him to preach you a sermon, and listen 
with reverence to the words of eternal life that he will speak to your heart. Listen to what the thorns say, the 
nails, the wounds, the divine blood. Oh, what a sermon! Oh, what a sermon!
Above all, do not leave off going to the sacraments at least once a week. Do not give way to scruples, but 
burn them up in the fire of holy love. Believe me, God loves you, and, oh, how much he loves you! He 
thinks thoughts of peace for you.
I am in a hurry, and I enclose you in the holy Side of Jesus, where I pray copious blessing for you. Jesus 
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make you as holy as I desire. Amen.
Your useless servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
366. Maria Suscioli will be known later as Sister Maria Dolcissima of Calvary, born of Casper Suscioli and Catherine Cappelli, 
one of the first families of Sutri. She attended Paul’s mission there and wants to join the Carmel at Vetralla. Paul writes again to 
her on July 6, 1755.


