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Thomas Fossi (69)

San Angelo

May 31, 1755

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
I have replied to your letters, although briefly. I have received all of them, and I answered right after I had 
come back from the baths with one of mine, which served for all, even though it was short because of my 
sickness. Now I am answering the last one, dated May 21, which came along with your continuous charity 
of tuna, etc. May the Lord reward you for everything. Do not be pained that the nets have not been given 
back to you, but adore the Will of God in this happening with strong faith that all will go better for your 
soul and body, and that the Lord will rain plenteous blessings from the dew of heaven and fatness of the 
earth in a way you do not know.
The arousal of your passions and the necessity of temptation are good signs. That consolation and comfort 
that the Lord gave you during the past solemnities were signs of his new trials, but this is not a deceit. The 
Lord wished to strengthen you beforehand with his more sensible visitation.
Your other troubles, along with the giving up of created things, are most precious treasures with which His 
Divine Majesty treats his friends. Now you begin to be a disciple of Christ.
Take great courage, be silent, and endure, and you will see the marvels of God. Your serious temptation 
against faith is a clear sign that the Lord wills to give you the great gift of a living faith that will take you 
to a high union of charity with His Divine Majesty. Humble yourself and do not talk about it, no way, but 
despise it and make renewed acts of that theological virtue, and so for the rest. “Be faithful until death and 
the crown of glory will be given to you.”
I have no doubts at all that Father Fulgentius has been received into the bosom of the Divine Mercies since 
in his life he was holy. I hope we have an advocate in heaven, although we have lost a great servant of God 
here below.
I am in haste with many letters, and I am the only one writing. Continue your prayers for me. Greet all your 
pious household. I enclose you in the holy Side of Jesus and sign myself from a true heart,
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross


