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Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (21)363

Toscanella

March 30, 1755

J.C.P.
The Lord is Risen. Alleluia.

This morning, the solemn day of Easter, although I have been writing for hours, I will answer you as well. 
In view of my departure soon for the missions, I would not have more time. I am not answering with regard 
to the person you mention, for I do not know who that could be. But it could never be the one you referred 
in your previous letter. That is beyond belief. For he knows well that he is in a quagmire of vices and lives 
in a status that can be styled “the lower hell.” But you are to trust in the divine mercy, hoping one day that 
he will be able to sing: “You have delivered my soul from the lower hell.” You leave such visions where 
they are and make nothing out of them.
God is omnipotent and in a moment he can make a great saint out of a sinner. But I come back to say to you 
that the person you speak about cannot believe such things because he knows his miserable condition and 
is reduced to nothingness in it. He desires to place himself under the feet of all and keep his place lower 
than the devils and all of hell. If His Divine Majesty wishes to raise him from all that, let him do it in accord 
with his good pleasure. Amen.
Meanwhile, cry out from your heart to the Lord for such a poor soul in such great need, and make nothing of 
the understanding you mention above. I cannot come there because I am weighed down with business and 
the obligations of my office, unless I would be away on Easter. The others are chanting the praises of God 
in choir and I am at my desk writing. “May your will be done.” When the missions are over, I am thinking 
of returning to take a decoction and try to mend my indispositions a bit. In such an event, if it comes about, 
I will be certain to listen to you in a holy conference.
Regarding the temptation you mention, make nothing of it, despise it. It is frivolous. It is true it wears on 
you, but you conquer more by not taking account of it and spurning it than by allowing it to disturb you, 
and you should not do that.
When you feel the temptation of spiritual envy of anyone else, flee immediately to God without paying 
attention to the temptation. Such a flight of love, do you know how to do that? It is done with a gentle awak-
ening of faith, which makes you more annihilated in your self and loses you in God, or it is made like the 
cry of a baby at the greatest depth of your spirit. That cry should be like this: “Oh, Father! O great Father!” 
But make it at the fine point of the spirit. He knows what you wish and immediately will absorb you in the 
depths of his divine charity, and you will remain hidden in God and no temptation will be able to approach 
you. If it approaches, it will be outside the temple.
Pray for the good religious against whom the devil suggested such a temptation; desire that she be a great 
saint and take pleasure in the graces God does her. You should see yourself as a dog who takes the leavings 
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which fall from the table of the servants of God. While the servants of God are fed in grand style, you are 
fed like a dog with the leavings and with hard bones.
In that way you will give great glory to God and enrich yourself with great graces; the graces of all the most 
beloved souls will become your graces, if you take complacency in God. They are rich and your are poor. 
Oh, if you only knew what a great secret this is! As a reward for your conquest of this temptation, the Mercy 
of God will concede you an ardent charity toward all. Be very quiet, on my conscience, for you have com-
mitted no sin, but actually you have merited. The temptation touched only the inferior part of your being; 
make nothing of it and remain peaceful under holy obedience.
Be most faithful in remaining in interior solitude, always abandoned and drowned in God, entirely clothed 
in Jesus Crucified, allowing yourself to be penetrated with the sea of his pains. Jesus will teach you every-
thing. Go ahead with your practices for they have never gone so well. Be very hidden from all creatures, 
stay in your nothingness, and let everything created be dissolved in an abstraction of faith.
Oh, sacred desert! oh, divine solitude! in which the soul, abstracted from everything temporal, loses itself in 
the Eternal Infinite Good and there in a silence of faith and love adores, loves, suffers, is in pain and loves 
with a detachment from all pleasure and is happy only with the happiness of faith and love, which means 
feeding oneself always on the Divine Will in a naked, secret, abstract suffering since all is absorbed by holy, 
pure Love!
Pray much for me, especially during the time of the sacred missions, which I will begin, God willing, on 
the Saturday after Easter at Tolfa. I go to Nepi, Ronciglione, Capranica, etc. Pray much for the conversion 
of souls. Jesus bless you. Amen. I am in great haste.
Your useless servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
363. Paul is at The Oak on this Easter morning and will be leaving the following Sunday for several missions. This is another 
important letter to Sister Colomba. She evidently refers to him as a holy person or that she had a vision of him, and he denies it 
for he sees himself as a “quagmire of vices.”


