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Francis Anthony Appiani of the Crucified (26)361

Toscanella

March 29, 1755

Leaving for missions.

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
When I thought you were close to San Angelo, I find myself favored with your welcome letter in which I 
learn you are still there with the Father Consultor.362 “May the Will of God be done.” I am hoping for your 
quick return, all the more so since the weather is good and mild. I celebrated Holy Week in union with you 
in spirit and with all the rest. As I know you are back in the higher Alps and covered with snow and ice up 
to your necks, so I am envisioning the breaking through of a sun so hot that it will melt the mountains of 
snow and with its vital warmth make the flowers and fruits of all the virtues spring forth. You do not believe 
me, but the storms will disappear, and I wanted to challenge you for the glory of God.
I am writing during the night of Holy Saturday in order to answer all the letters — and they are not few — 
and then on to the holy ceremonies.
On the third of April two good lay brothers will be leaving here for your Retreat. I am writing Father Con-
sultor that he give me news of San Sosio, etc.
Oh, what strong faith His Divine Majesty gives me that he wishes to prune the Congregation by taking out 
those who are upset.
Greet Father Rector and all. In haste I embrace you in Jesus Christ and affirm I am from a true heart,
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
361. Francis was with Father Mark Aurelius in the southern province on the General Visitation. Paul seems to be joking when he 
refers to Appiani’s being in the higher Alps, covered with snow and ice! Of course he is suggesting that the sun will come forth 
and bring forth the flowers and fruits of all the virtues!

362. At the end of 1754, Paul sent Father Mark Aurelius Pastorelli, general consultor, accompanied by Father Francis, to visit the 
various communities south of Rome.


