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Teresa Danei (2)360

Toscanella

March 25, 1755

Leaving.

J.C.P.

Father Paul has read your letter and had me read it as well. Since he is occupied with his duty of answering 
letters and since it is a postal day, he asked me to answer you. Therefore, I say to you with all surety that the 
way in which the Highest Good God continues to have you walk is the same way chosen by the uncreated 
wisdom and truth of Christ our Lord, and since he is infinitely rich and the giver of all the goods of nature, 
of grace and glory, he nonetheless made himself poor for us as Saint Paul tells us. He was born, lived, and 
died naked of all things and always poor. Therefore, blessed are you if you understand how to make a virtue 
of necessity and rejoice with your will and heart that necessity makes you conformed to that great Lord who 
says in the Gospel: “Blessed are the poor for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.” Oh! from how many evils 
of sin and worms of conscience you are preserved by being burdened with the temporal necessities! These 
should stimulate you to aspire always more after the eternal happiness of heaven. I believe that the merciful 
eyes of God made use of that care with Catherine, whom you mention, in bringing it about that the attempt 
to have her marry did not succeed. So we did not see her move into a world where in these times so many 
abominations abound, and the situation preserved her in her state of virginity.
If our brother Joseph will follow his conscience and take care of the house, it is not possible that God, In-
finite Kindness, could ever abandon us in our necessities or would leave you wanting what is necessary to 
live in your poor state of life and abjection, since God wishes you to die rich in grace.
Be sure of our prayers, and tomorrow, Holy Wednesday, I will offer Mass for all of you. We are well and 
after Easter we are going out on missions. Continue with your good resolutions that I see you express in 
your letter, and the Lord God bless you. I greet everyone in the Lord, and am,
Your affectionate servant,
John Baptist of Saint Michael Archangel
Read this letter with care because it was written with the light of God and written by one who is deeply 
and continuously assiduous in prayer, and there is not his like in the Congregation. Do not worry about 
anything. God wishes you to be rich in grace in this life and in glory in eternity.
I also will offer Mass for you tomorrow. Do not ever doubt the divine help for that would be to wrong the 
great Father of Mercies. Continue to live devoutly and to frequent the sacraments, make use of prayer and 
meditation on the Passion of Jesus Christ, the reading of holy books, and flight from worldly creatures. If 
you do this, you will see miracles. The poverty we profess prevents us from offering help. You will have 
that, however, from the blessed God. I rejoice that our brother Joseph is doing well; happy will he be if he 
continues. He will sing the divine mercies forever in eternity. Amen.
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We are leaving for the missions, where we will be employed for a long time.
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
360. This letter was written by Father John Baptist. Paul adds a short note at the end. Their sister Catherine did not get married, 
and their brother Joseph seems to be doing better. Later, he will testify at Paul’s canonization Processes, speaking of his high 
regard for his saintly brother.


