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Girolama Ercolani (31)

Toscanella

March 22, 1755

J.C.P.

My Esteemed Girolama,
In last night’s post I received your letter and am replying immediately point by point. First, I tell you that 
the sum of thoughts, suspicions, and judgments that pass through your mind and cause you annoyance, 
weariness, and suffering are works of the devil, also your imagination, and frequently come from weakness 
of the head as well. Consequently, I have spoken and written to you that in these things you do not sin be-
cause they are contrary to your will and cause you not a small amount of suffering. For that reason you are 
not obliged to confess them. Confessing them would make the devil more determined to torment you with 
scruples, while you would be confessing things that are not sins for you because you do not will them.
You are meriting much by offering to the Lord the pain and weariness that you experience. You ask if is it 
a good sign or a bad sign to be troubled by such imaginings. I reply that it is a good sign, even a very good 
one. Many holy souls have suffered in this way. So be peaceful and continue your conduct as usual. Keep 
your heart recollected in God with frequent ejaculatory prayers and never abandon prayer as you are ac-
customed to, and, believe me, you have the clearest signs that your soul is much loved by the blessed God.
Second, as for the dream, I reply that it is a big mistake to put any faith in it; it is a fantasy. I see that you 
do not give it any credence whatever, but that it simply causes you to fear. Cast that off and do not doubt 
about anything for the Lord will give you as long a life as is needed to assist your good daughters. Be very 
peaceful about this.
Take a good look, Signora Girolama, at the truth of all that I have said and written to you. For in order to 
quiet your scruples, it is enough that you resolve to write me as a minister of Jesus Christ and immediately 
you become peaceful. For the devil flees accused, flees confused, and holy obedience brings you peace of 
conscience. Continue in this way, for it does you good.
I rejoice in Jesus Christ that all of you continue in good health. Regarding your good daughters, leave the 
care of them to God and believe that His Divine Majesty has them in mind and will provide for them ac-
cording to his good pleasure.
You should continue to be the faithful guardian of their virginal purity by having them continue their ac-
customed devout exercises of devotion, prayer, frequentation of the sacraments, and constant in their work. 
I assert that heaven and earth will sooner crash than the divine assistance over them and the provision of a 
status which will assure their eternal salvation be wanting.
Let them live abandoned to God, let them have no thought beyond pleasing him, and let them be peaceful 
and they will experience the effects of the divine mercies promised.
I will wish all of you a happy Easter from the altar in this Holy Week and on the Paschal Solemnity. Let 
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them do the same for me in your prayers, especially the canon in his Holy Sacrifices.
I am leaving after Easter for missions and will go to Tolfa and Nepi, Ronciglione and Capranica — if 
nothing comes in the way. I leave you in the sacred Side of Jesus, along with your blessed daughters, and 
especially the canon, whom I greet from the heart. I pray for all a copious blessing from our suffering Re-
deemer. Amen.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


