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Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (19)

Toscanella

March 18, 1755

J.C.P.
May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ

be always in our hearts. Amen.

I have read your letter, received a few moments ago, and I am replying immediately in the midst of my 
occupations and pressures. It is certain that your present state makes one know better the mercies that 
God is imparting to your soul. The whole point is that with divine grace you be strong in maintaining total 
abandonment in the Divine Good Pleasure without reflecting on suffering or on rejoicing, but let your con-
tentment be the contentment of the Most High as you feed yourself more and more on his Holy Will. Take 
care to be solitary within and without. Since you cannot be solitary in a bodily way, you should be more 
solitary in soul and in reviving your faith so as to lose yourself always more in God in the most intimate 
depth of your spirit. Your present state is bringing you in a short time to a treasure of graces which I cannot 
explain with my pen. Be faithful to the Lord, hidden from all creatures as much as you can, charitable with 
all, gentle, meek, and a great lover of silence.
With regard to what you write, I recall what you told me in the confessional. I am certain that this is a great-
er cross for your soul than it is for your body. The atrocious pains you suffer are instruments which purify 
your spirit, but it has not as yet purified your body. I have understood everything. Be very peaceful and do 
not give way to any scruples, for your will is entirely in God and beyond all danger. Therefore, all this con-
sists in suffering everything, and everything helps you to stay crucified with Christ. In spirit lose sight even 
of this suffering. If you are aware of it, with your will remaining firm see it with a deep horror but without 
losing sight for a moment of your peace and union with the Divine Will. I pray the heavenly Spouse to de-
liver you from this weakness. But if this is pleasing to him and there are repetitions, I come back to tell you 
again, be very peaceful in God. I am in a hurry and recommend my poor soul to your prayers. God alone 
can understand how I am. Pray for the salvation of my soul and for our Congregation. Contrary winds are 
blowing against it. I leave you in the holy Side of Jesus Christ, from whom I pray copious blessing for you.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


