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Vincent Bertolotti of Saint Augustine (1)355

Toscanella

February 4, 1755

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Vincent,
Oh, if you only believed the instructions that I have given in the Name of the Lord with regard to your spirit 
in our holy conferences. Oh, what joy and profit you would gain!
I am telling you, and tell you again, that the evils that God permits, united with the sufferings and agonies 
of spirit, joined to the assaults of the infernal enemy, are proofs which the ever adorable Divine Providence 
uses to purify your soul as gold in the furnace. “God proves his elect as gold in the furnace.” Take note of 
the word “proves.” And then? Then, “as a holocaust he accepts them.” Oh, treasure! Oh, grace! Ah, “Why 
do you doubt, you of little faith?” Your great pain is that you do not taste the divine operations, for they are 
all hidden in the deepest level of your spirit where the theological virtues function without our sensible parts 
taking account of them, not even a glimmer.
Dear Father Vincent, often say: “Even if he kills me, I will hope in him.” Arm yourself with great hope, and 
let go of those wild ideas you have in your letter that God is not dealing with you as a Father, but as a Judge, 
and that you are, or fear to be, a victim because, etc. Oh, God! Enough! I sympathize with you, for I know 
by experience what it is when a soul finds itself in the furnace of trials and sufferings; such mistaken ideas 
come from the working of the lower part, which finds itself in terrible abandon and seems to be in the lowest 
hell. You could not be in a richer state; I tell you that in the Lord. This storm will pass away, and there will 
come a calm which will have you exulting in the Living God. Continue to celebrate Mass, win out through 
holy obedience, and, when you experience greater suffering, go to the Father Rector so that he may bless 
you and give you a command of holy obedience. Oh, how much I recommend to you deep resignation and 
total abandon into the hands of God by often making acts: “May your will be done.” Etc.
Your pains are beyond the natural and enter into the trials from the Lord! In any case, at the proper time 
arrange to undergo the purges and take the baths. Now is not the time, but you will personally know that I 
have understood better than the doctor. I embrace you in Christ and am from all my heart,
Your affectionate servant,
P. of the †

___________________________________________________________________
355. Vincent Bertolotti was from Piedmont, born 1729, professed 1748, and ordained March 9, 1754. He was superior many 
times, provincial and general consultor, engaged in missions, especially in retreats to sisters. He died on Rome in February 4, 
1780. Ten of Paul’s letters to him have been preserved.


