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Thomas Fossi (67)

Toscanella

Retreat of the Oak

February 2, 1755353

Leaving soon.

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
I received your letter, forwarded to me from Mount Argentario. I rejoice in the Lord that you and all your 
family, as you tell me, continue in their spiritual journey.
With regard to my coming to the island, you are mistaken, for I cannot in conscience distance myself from 
the Congregation. It would need a miracle, I will say that, to have me come there. Keep to your freedom if 
you wish to enroll your sons in the companies or the congregations that you mention. It is up to you to do 
it or not if you know it will be of greater spiritual profit and concentration.
As for the rest, I repeat what I wrote another time. With regard to mental prayer for your sons and daugh-
ters, it is good to proceed with discretion so as not to cause them disgust. Half an hour is enough for the 
girls; for the boys a quarter of an hour. They are young. If they become fervent, they will prolong the prayer 
themselves.
You have not said anything about your boy who is wearing the habit of the Congregation so unwillingly. 
He is wearing it as a torture out of fear of you. You already know that I wrote you that you should have him 
clothed as a cleric, as he desires.
Continue to be recollected, abandoned to the Divine Good Pleasure in all events, and do not lose sight of the 
affairs of your household and family. Be prudent, gentle, and do not use too great severity with your sons, 
but give grace a chance. I have already given you good advice in my other letter so as to maintaining peace, 
calm, and union among the servants, etc. I am in a hurry. Let them pray much for me, as I do for them. I 
leave you in the holy Side of Jesus, along with all your household, and protest from the heart,
Your obligated servant,
I received in the ordinary post your second letter, and as I have not a little to take care of, I had begun to 
write after Matins, that is, after midnight. So I will tell you briefly that it does not seem good to me that the 
youngster sleeps with his aunt, although she is a maiden woman of forty years. Holy modesty demands that, 
so as to avoid every shadow of danger.
If he is fearful, he can sleep on a cot in the same room, while the aunt should have great care in dressing and 
undressing, etc. With regard to scruples from your past life, get rid of them and spurn them constantly. With 
regard to doubts and scruples in current affairs, you should consult a learned confessor there so as not to 
act with fear of conscience. Reading what you tell me about the boat, I am no expert in the law of the land. 
Consult someone who is. In that way you will have peace. I am in a hurry, and God knows my condition. 
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With regard to schools for your son, use your own judgment.
Soon I will be leaving for the retreat to the nuns, then the missions, and a return to the Retreat in July.
Pray for me, and I am always more,
Your servant,

P. D. †

___________________________________________________________________
353. This letter is dated 1748, but internal evidence indicates 1755. In the early part of 1748 Paul was writing from Ceccano. The 
aunt mentioned in this letter is also referred to in other letters of 1755. The children, at least the only ones mentioned by Paul in 
other letters (Teresa, Michael and Paulinus), would have been much too young in 1748 to receive instructions on prayer. With 
reference to Fossi’s son wearing the habit unwillingly, in a letter of November 9, 1953, Paul mentions that “Brother Bartholomew 
will send the habits for your sons.”


