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Bartholomew Calderoni of Saint Aloysius (1)350

Toscanella

January 30, 1755

Dearly Beloved Brother Bartholomew,
I have received the precious elixir, very helpful for Father John Baptist as well. I pray Jesus to reward the 
charity with which you acted with the permission of the Father Superior. If at Easter, when Father Marcel-
lino351 comes, you would send me another small amount so that I could take it with me on the mission, I 
would rejoice in Jesus Christ. I am happy that you have a strong desire to remain in your nothing, but you 
want to know how that is done? Now I will tell you.
One who remains in his nothingness in unfeigned truth is like a tree planted near the water which gives its 
fruit continually. I will explain myself. God is truth by essence, and, when he sees a soul in its proper noth-
ingness, that gives the glory of everything to His Divine Majesty and never robs anything by attributing it 
to himself. Here is where you find a soul that always is in the truth and not in lies. That man takes the truth 
into himself and in that way, with the water of his triumphant grace, he waters himself always and becomes 
like a fruitful tree that even in winter, that is, the winter of desolation and interior and exterior pains, as well 
as in spring, summer, and autumn of consolations, always bears fruit, fruits of mortification and penance, 
fruits of every virtue. Such a soul, clothed with Jesus Christ and penetrated with his pains, which love im-
presses upon him, is always in the bosom of God in the inner kingdom. Have this truth taught you by the 
Father Master,352 for he will explain it with the holy light of the Holy Spirit. Pray for me, as I ask copious 
blessings upon you.
Your useless servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
350. Born in 1732 in Orbetello and professed on December 21, 1751, Bartholomew Calderoni lived at San Angelo and Rome 
with Father Paul and became his infirmarian. He was twenty-three when he received this first letter from Paul. Altogether, nine 
letters have been preserved. He testified at the Processes and died in Rome on February 11, 1796.

351. Father Marcelliano Marcelliani of Saint Lawrence was born in 1720 and died October 1764.

352. Father Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus.


