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Mother M. Aurora Scitini349

Toscanella

January 28, 1755

J.C.P.

Reverend Mother,
I received in the ordinary post the pious letter you sent on the sixteenth of this month. I adore with my face 
in the dust the holy divine judgments in the deaths of your good religious, as you informed me in your letter.
Holy charity made me keenly feel your pain, and I will not fail to pray, and have our religious pray, to the 
Lord so that His Divine Majesty will comfort you by having this merciful punishment cease. I have strong 
faith in the great Father of Mercies that he will turn this event to your great spiritual advantage. So, I pray 
you and all your good religious to find consolation by union of their spirits with the always adorable Divine 
Will that can will only the greatest good.
Let them look with eyes of faith on this loss of their companions; let them see this in the Divine Good Plea-
sure; and let them kiss with holy love the merciful hand that has struck them for their great good. In this way 
they will give great glory to Gods and their hearts will be strengthened in Christ Jesus our lovable Savior.
You bring up a very important point to me in your letter when you say you want to hear from me if God, 
through this loving punishment of the deaths of so many religious, is asking for greater perfection from this 
convent.
I do not dare to enter that far into the holy, fearful divine judgments, nor do I deserve to have such light. I 
will give you my poor opinion, as His Divine Majesty inspires me. It is certain that when the Most High 
makes his Presence felt in a religious house with such a clear punishment, it is a sign that he is doing it as a 
loving father and wishes to revive us from tepidity so that with great fervor of spirit they work toward the 
high perfection to which his infinite goodness has called us.
Years ago, as you know, I was at your convent to conduct the retreat, and I served as extraordinary confes-
sor. I left the convent in great fervor and left very edified. I want to hope that they persevered, but…
Now, listen, Reverend Mother, let us come to the point. Divine Providence, through the death of these 
religious, has disposed that they be reformed a bit. This is a stroke of love and in my opinion His Divine 
Majesty wishes that they undertake a perfectly common life. Even while I was there it seemed to me it could 
be improved somewhat. The common life is the foundation stone of religious perfection for reasons I will 
pass over for the sake of brevity. If there is common life, the observance of the holy vows and the rules 
will flourish, especially poverty, silence, prayer, and, in a word, this convent will become a great sanctuary, 
a garden of delights for the Heavenly Spouse, Jesus Christ. If they act thus, the blessed God will provide 
good, fervent young women, and they will have more than they want, for observance will shine forth and 
the fame of their holiness will have many pure, holy, virginal doves fly to this convent. You should be the 
promoter of this great work. Consult the bishop, your zealous pastor and father and true servant of God. He 
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will lend his hand and not spare any effort so that this holy work may be accomplished. If you want to show 
the bishop my letter, please do so. I leave you free. That zealous prelate will correct its mistakes if there are 
any, for there will be many since from me can come only a rottenness of vices; if there be anything good, 
it comes from God.
It would be expedient that you engage with the assent of the bishop some learned and holy missionary to 
give a retreat, and he ought to be a man of prayer and great prudence. That would be a wonderful way to 
start the effort to a good end. Without departing in any way from their Rule, he could lead this convent to 
perfect observance of their Rules and then would be known the high ends for which our most lovable God 
permitted the deaths, and for this they could sing his mercies forever.
So take your consolation in Jesus Christ and summon the courage of your good daughters, and, if the sick-
ness continues, bring the entire community together in choir and sing with great faith and devotion the 
Pange lingua gloriosi with the prayer to the Blessed Sacrament, and let them recite the Litany of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary and the prayer Concede nos, etc. Then dip a bit of cotton into the lamp before the Blessed 
Sacrament and make the sign of the cross on the forehead of each one, both the sick and the well, invoking 
the Names of Jesus and Mary Most Holy with great faith, and have great hope. Let them recommend me to 
the Lord in their prayers. Meanwhile, I enclose all of you in the holy Side of Jesus, and as I end I affirm I 
am with great respect,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
349. Paul is at Toscanella, writing to the superior of the Poor Clares convent at Gallese where he had given a retreat in 1747. It 
is interesting to notice once again how, after a retreat or mission, there would be someone who would write to him for spiritual 
guidance. This time the superior has written about the six sisters who have died recently. Paul writes a long letter on the need to 
find the Will of God in such events. As he tries “to see this in the Divine Good Pleasure,” he must have been thinking about his 
own Community, who had lost six religious the past year.


