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John Mary Cioni of Saint Ignatius (3)

Presentation

January 8, 1755

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I rejoiced much in reading the consolation you had in celebrating Christmas with our good fathers-to-be 
and, in addition, over the news you gave me of the donations given to Terracina through the charitable in-
tervention of the bishop. Blessed be God, who has not taken his mercies away from us.
I trust that the Father Consultor will have received the dimissorials for the three ordinands from here, name-
ly, Confraters Dominic, Charles, and John Baptist. I want them ordained during Lent since we have such a 
great need of priests, even for Paliano. I forgot to tell the Father Provincial to have the bishop ordain them to 
minor orders on a feast before Lent so that they could receive major orders on Sitientes.348 I am asking you 
to see to it that they prepare themselves well by study and practicing the ceremonies with great exactness.
I was in Tuscany to visit a fine Retreat about forty miles from here. I found it in healthful air, able to house 
fourteen religious with a cell for each one, and in perfect solitude, better than this place from which I write. 
It was abandoned by certain religious about two years ago when the bishop sent them, etc., in order to… 
Now there are negotiations for Florence and we are hoping for a good outcome. Let us recommend the af-
fairs to God. There is a great harvest for us in a place nearly abandoned, and they stand with hands raised 
high to God to see the foundation.
Prepare yourself more and more for the holy missions, especially with deep recollection and the exercise of 
every virtue because, I believe, the rich harvest depends on that.
Greet everyone for me. I am writing in haste, laden with letters and business. Write me in Toscanella, Re-
treat of The Oak, for I am leaving here on the sixteenth of this month. Pray for us. From the heart I embrace 
you in Christ, along with all the community. Goodbye.
Since the Father Visitator writes me that he is going with the Father Provincial to give the missions in Piper-
no, I have sent a letter to that city, addressed to the archpriest of the cathedral. In case things are otherwise, 
let them use care to recover it.
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
348. Opening word of the Mass for Lenten Saturday.


