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A Rector of the Congregation344

John Mary Cioni of Saint Ignatius (2)

San Angelo

November 1754

Leaving for Sutri.

Will end the mission

on the Feast of Saint Andrew.

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
Already for so long a time I have been deprived of your letters. I am writing shortly after my arrival from 
the holy missions and am including a letter for the Father Provincial. If he is still in Fondi, send it to him 
safely. But oh, what great damage you have done to this retreat by your frequent absences! Oh, how many 
upsets have occurred! Perhaps because of the excessive zeal and little prudence of Father Sebastian! I know 
his good intentions, but that is not enough. The Retreat is confided to you and not to him. I adore the divine 
disposition in all things, and I have great hopes that all will turn out well. I am happy that you prepare with 
zeal for your holy missions, for you are called to do that, and that you would exercise your zeal from time 
to time in the neighborhood, but do one thing and do not neglect the other. Your absence should always be 
short, and the majority of the time you should be in the Retreat.345 This is an obligation in conscience; other-
wise, you will little by little lose all spirit. You are young and have need of much recollection, and you have 
need of profound humility and distrust of yourself; otherwise, in doing good for others you place yourself 
in danger of losing yourself. Let us prepare ourselves a bit since after he preached, Christ our Lord fled to 
the mountain to pray, so did the apostles. And we? And we? I am in a hurry since I am going to Sutri for a 
mission, from which I was unable to dispense myself because of the strong insistence of the bishop and of 
the whole city, etc.
Since I am not a little indisposed, my old pains in my nerves have come back and I find it difficult to genu-
flect, so I cannot take the chance of greater ills by going on the road in this part of winter. Therefore, I have 
appointed the consultor, Father Mark Aurelius, with full powers as visitator. He will leave in a few days, 
and, when he gets to the first Retreat, he will send a circular letter for the Visitation. So you must not be 
absent from the Retreat, especially during Advent, for I do not want that. Wait for the visitator. I hope he 
will be there around the middle of December, etc. Let them open their hearts with him, etc. I am in a hurry. I 
am writing to the Father Provincial in the letter inclosed here, and I am asking him to adjust the differences, 
etc., with Fatigati. I am asking him, and you as well, to quickly adjust everything, and the Father Provincial 
is to wait there for the Father Visitator, etc. Greet everyone for me and pray for us. I embrace you in Christ 
and sign myself from the heart,
Your affectionate servant,
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Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
344. In the original letter there is no precise indication of the person, but the contents would seem to suggest it was written to 
John Mary Cioni.

345. Paul is quite insistent on the need of the superior remaining with the community instead of going out on missions: “The 
retreat is confided to you and not to him” (the vicar, Father Sebastian Giampaoli, whom we met earlier in the letter of February 
8, 1754). Because of problems in the southern province and at Terracina, Paul is sending the consultor, Father Mark Aurelius, to 
make the Visitation there.


