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The Rector of Toscanella337

San Angelo

November 15, 1754

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I am happy that you wrote to Chiavari to maintain peace among the brothers, and, if you answer the other 
letter, you will do a deed pleasing to the Lord.
The young men coming there at this time are three, it seems to me, while Father Joseph338 is coming here 
to help in the house of studies, as I wrote you in my other letter. Have him rest a few days and let him grow 
strong with your accustomed charity, for if God gives him health, he will help the students much with his 
teaching.
In December three or four more young men will come and stay until May; then they will return to Presen-
tation since in the coming year they will begin their studies, giving room for the students who are finishing 
up their philosophy in Ceccano, who will then come here for theology, and the others will come here for 
the study of philosophy.
I am sorry there is nothing at all left of that good cloth, and for that reason it cannot be sent to make a habit 
for Father Bernadine.339 Do the best you can for this year. Next year, please God, all the Retreats will be 
taken care of. The signs sent from Caesar have been sent to the Father Master, to the Father Rector, and to 
the other rector of Presentation.
I thank you much, as does Father John Baptist, for the good rosolio.340 We would have been there if the 
mission in Sutri was not beginning tomorrow, and perhaps in Bassano as well. Father Anthony341 will come 
there when these missions are over, and we will be there the third or fourth day after Christmas.
I would like to have the mission in Toscanella after Christmas to the spiritual advantage of that city. A cer-
tain friar claimed in the waiting room of a cardinal that we are not helping out in places where we have Re-
treats, and that a petition was taken from Toscanella to the Sacred Congregation against us for that reason. I 
do not know whether this is true. But, good God! have we not served them every time they asked? Can we 
go into another house without being invited?
Take counsel about this secretly with Canon Pagliaricci342 so he can take up the matter with the vicar gen-
eral and arrange for the mission and a retreat for the clergy. This could begin the day after Christmas. How 
much I would offer myself for their good! What more do we have to do? Work with prudence. It will be 
soon enough to reply to me by December 8, or a bit sooner, because now I am on a mission which I will 
open tomorrow evening.
Father Mariano writes me that he would like to go to the Presentation to recollect himself. I do not have the 
time to answer him, for I am overburdened. Tell him I cannot grant him that since the Retreat is more than 
filled and where he is there is need of priests. The place does not change the spirit, even if it is fervent. If 
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in the Retreat he is in, he gives himself completely to the observance, to true virtue, to compunction and 
contrition of heart, reflecting on the evil and ingratitude he has done God by abandoning the Congregation, 
and the high grace given him by the Lord to prevent his horrible ruin, he will be able to become a great 
servant of God where he is — just as well as in the Presentation — because the rules and exercises are the 
same. For the walls and the site make no one holy if the person does not work at sanctity by imitating the 
example set by the Son of God.
I would be happy if he were to confer often with you and open his heart faithfully. I assure him in the Name 
of Jesus Christ that if he does that, he will grow in virtue and enjoy true peace. Greet him for me and read 
him the paragraph from the ^ until here.
I greet especially Father Bernadine, and you are to fear nothing, for the blessed God will give you super-
abundant light to guide your family well. Pray much for us and have others pray. Meanwhile, I greet them 
also on the part of Father John Baptist and the others. I sign myself from the heart and embrace you in the 
Side of Jesus and am,
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
337. This letter is written to the rector of Our Lady of the Oak, who at this time was John Thomas of Saint Francis Xavier. The 
Father Joseph mentioned in this letter is Joseph Del Re of the Sorrows of Mary who was professed in 1747 and ordained in 
1752. He was the first rector at Paliano and held many other offices, dying in 1781. Father Mariano is Mariano Santini of Saint 
Lawrence, professed in 1748, ordained in 1752, and left the Congregation in 1754.

338. It is probable that this concerns Father Joseph Hyacinth Ruberi, who was employed many years in this work. There are 
letters directed to him.

339. This should be Father Bernadine Aguillara of Jesus, born in 1711 and died April 6, 1767. He passed almost all his life in the 
Retreat at Toscanella.

340. An elixir or liqueur.

341. Father Anthony Danei.

342. Canon Andrew Pagliaricci is provisional general vicar of Toscanella.


