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Girolama Ercolani (30)

San Angelo

November 7, 1754

Leaving for Mount Argentario.

J.C.P.

My Esteemed Girolama,
I ask you not to attribute to bad manners my failure to reply to your letter because my business was so great 
that I did not have time to take care of it, and I was under pressure to leave for this Retreat quickly. Once I 
gave the blessing, I left without being able to come your way.
I hope that I will have the consolation to extend my gratitude in Jesus Christ on my return to Sabina, God 
willing, since I must first give a mission as soon as I get to Collevecchio and will have to pass through 
Civita and stay there one night. So, for the love of God, forgive me that I have not done so as yet, and do 
not attribute it to any want of true gratitude in Jesus Christ on my part. Meanwhile, I assure you that I have 
never forgotten to make you a sharer in my cold prayers and those of the entire Congregation, which admits 
its great obligations to you. With regard to what you tell me of your spirit, I see that things are going well; 
continue in that way with true peace of heart. You did well in not confessing that disgust that came to you 
because of the lateness of the curate since it is not matter for confession. In such situations humble yourself 
before God, and, full of trust in his divine care, continue in internal peace without ever giving in to scruples 
and inner turmoil.
Jesus make you as holy as I desire and bless you and all your pious household. Greet the canon. Enclosing 
all in the holy Side of Jesus, I sign myself once more in haste,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


