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Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (12)

San Angelo

July 23, 1754

J.C.P. / Jesus

In reply to your letter, I tell you that the effects occasioned by reading my letter come from having read 
the Word of God, which the prophet says is as fire: “Is not my word as a fire.” So do not wonder that they 
so inflamed your spirit of devotion and love of God. But the truth is that as soon as that letter was written, 
and even before, I repented doing it. For the Lord made me feel his scourge increase over me, making me 
personally realize that it is not his will that I enter into these areas.
It has happened to me now because “the hand of the Lord has grown heavy over me.” So I am able to 
state that it is most certain that His Divine Majesty is making me know that he does not wish this kind of 
direction to come from me since I can scarcely bear the great weight I have on my shoulders. God knows 
with what a willing heart I have always assisted souls, especially cooperating for the perfection of spiritual 
persons, but long experience and the discipline of the Lord is teaching me and making me personally know 
that I am not to enter here. While I would willingly serve your soul in a special way, it is necessary for me 
to obey the divine dispositions so that the Lord may be appeased and pardon me and save my soul. I fear 
and tremble over that so much.
If you have kept my last letter, you can see with what promptness of spirit I wished to serve your soul, to 
fulfill, as you said to me, the Will of the Lord, which I wish to fulfill in everything. But experience makes 
me know the contrary, and I am writing this letter right after my thanksgiving after Mass. If you will re-
member, you know that I wrote you that the Lord has not given a grace for which I have prayed and had 
others pray so much. I no longer have the strength and am not in a position to assist and serve souls. I cannot 
even carry the weight of governing the Congregation; I cannot get this weight off my back until the time my 
office is over. I never cease forcing myself as much as I can to work and watch in order to serve all, since I 
am obliged to that out of justice. But when that time will be terminated, if I live that long, I will bury myself 
from the eyes of all in a corner of our most remote Retreat, and I will be there as a dead man to prepare 
myself for my last, fearful journey. But as far as the direction of souls outside the Congregation, God does 
not want that of me and gives me the clearest of signs. For if His Divine Majesty wanted this, he would give 
me the necessary grace I mentioned.
You should know that, according to whatever weak lights God gives me and also from what I have read in 
the masters of the spiritual life, the affairs of your soul go very well to the glory of God. I am the surer of 
this from the account you give me in your letter, received last night. Continue then to be very faithful to 
God, never trust in yourself, distrust yourself and be fearful of yourself, and trust entirely in God.
I recommend always more holy interior solitude, remaining in it day and night, in every employment, in 
every place, with a profound detachment and mystical death to everything that is not God. Take great care 
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to separate the precious from the vile. “If you will separate,” says the prophet, “if you will separate the pre-
cious from the vile, you will be as my mouth.” The way to make this separation is not to lose sight of our 
horrible nothing, our having nothing, being able to do nothing, knowing nothing, but with a high detach-
ment from one’s own understanding, one’s own pleasure, and one’s own feeling. When such a separation is 
made between our nothingness and the holy gifts of the Most High, you can make of the latter an incense to 
His Divine Majesty in the very sacrifice of holocaust that the soul makes of itself to God in the fire of divine 
love, which should be always flaming over the bundle of myrrh, a sweet-smelling wood, of the pains of 
Jesus and the sorrows of Mary Most Holy. Do this without any imaginings; it is done in a high abstraction 
and happens in a moment, for love will teach you all.
I recommend to you never to rest in the gifts nor in the joy of spirit such gifts of God produce, but with one 
sweet glance of faith and love take your flight always more into the interior in God in nakedness and pov-
erty of spirit, losing everything in him, without looking back whether at your suffering or to any knowledge 
and understanding in spirit, but take your repose purely in naked faith and pure love on the bosom of God, 
completely clothed with Jesus Crucified.
You can be very assured that your present conduct is according to God and that he works his highest mer-
cies for you. But you are to be very faithful and not steal anything, but be in what is yours, that is, the noth-
ing and the sin which is a more horrible nothing than nothing.
Out of pure charity, take as your own all the needs of the poor world and in one glance of faith, of love, and 
of love of your neighbor present them to God. Do this without a word. If you are humble, holy Love will 
teach you everything. As soon as you have exposed the needs of the world to God, at that very moment cry 
out, pray, make supplications, but without explicit cries or explicit prayers, for pure love will teach you to 
make supplication, and the Lord will hear infallibly.
I ask you to pray for my miserable soul and, believe me, I am the most miserable in all the world. I often 
tell the Lord that I would not want any creature to find himself in so many needs. I recommend this poor 
Congregation to you. Never lose sight of it and place it in the holy Heart of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
every day, and, once you have communicated, show this Divine Heart to the Eternal Father so that he may 
assist it as he pleases without looking at my malice and ingratitude.
I have written so much at length, even though I have much to do and to write, for I will not be writing any 
more. You are to read this letter with attention. You are not to write me any more, for it seems to me in that 
way God is pleased. Believe me, and I even make it a promise to you, that if His Divine Majesty will give 
me the grace mentioned above, I will be the first to write you; but, if I do not receive that grace, you will 
never again see my writing. Take this as beyond doubt and, therefore, spare me any writing.
Jesus make you as holy as I desire. The grace of the Holy Spirit strengthen you, the blessing of Jesus Christ 
guard you, and the protection of Mary Most Holy assist you in life and in death. Amen.
I will not fail to pray His Divine Majesty according to our holy intentions for your pious father confessor, 
and I hope the Lord will assist him always more in his position.
Your useless servant,
Paul of the Cross


