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Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (11)

San Angelo

July 16, 1754

J.C.P.

Your letter of July 12, received last night, has given me reason to thank our good God for the mercies he 
continues to give your soul. I do not wish to resist the Will of the Most High and can tell you I have no 
other hunger, nor can I desire anything else, nor can I ask for a different grace than to be united entirely 
and transformed through love into the adorable Will of the Heavenly Father. I strongly desire that my food 
always be to do his Holy Will in the midst of whatever pain and suffering, etc.
Let us now come to ourselves. In your last letter, my poor spirit was much assured in God regarding your 
conduct and in the reflection made by me of the conferences of past years, in which you have sincerely 
revealed all your defects and temptations to the extent that His Divine Majesty allowed you. His Divine 
Majesty has made me know that the work is entirely his. So all that remains to be done is to magnify the 
Divine Goodness and be grateful to our good God by living sacrificed as a holocaust, a victim burnt up, 
consumed, reduced to ashes in the fire of Divine Love.
I wish now that you accept in a spirit of humility of heart and true annihilation in God the holy directions 
that the Lord sends you by means of me, a vile sinner. I do it to obey God, who inspires you sweetly and 
strongly to make use of this vile and useless instrument.
The communications received from the ineffable Divine Goodness in prayer would not be from God if you 
could explain or understand them. I will speak in paradoxes, for you also speak this way; you cannot do 
less. One knows without knowing; one understands without understanding; and the soul in these stupen-
dous marvels that God brings about remains in a holy unknowing, since it is entirely absorbed in the divine 
darkness of purest faith and holy love.
The fear you have of having lost God, which is born of the knowledge that God gives you of your unwor-
thiness, is excellent because it does not take away and disturb your peace. So listen to me and act in this 
way: Receive with thanks the knowledge that the Lord gives you of your nothingness, of your malice, but 
immediately, like a child who fears, flee and hide yourself in the depth of the Divinity, and rest there without 
a disturbing fear. The fear of God which is a gift of the Holy Spirit does not disturb; it even gives a greater 
peace and brings it about that the soul, seeing its own misery and the proclivity it has to commit every possi-
ble evil, hides itself the more in God and flees more speedily to the bosom of the Heavenly Father and takes 
its rest there. More and more make the pains of Jesus your own through faith and holy love, and always 
stay crucified with him, for he will show you how to flee and hide yourself in pure, naked faith and deepest 
poverty of spirit. Oh! how much I thank His Divine Majesty for keeping you crucified with this holy fear, 
which you write about in your letter, since it is of the kind I stated above.
So continue your prayer as God allows you; abandon yourself always more to the Divine Good Pleasure; 
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leave the care of everything to him; be faithful by staying always more recollected in God in a true interior 
solitude, detached from everything created, dead to yourself and to all that is not God. Let your intention 
be always pure, godly in all your works, uniting the active life of your duties with internal contemplation, 
remaining always drowned and lost in your Immense God. Oh, happy loss! Oh, loss rich in every good! 
God will teach you everything if you will abandon thoughts of yourself and everything else to the Sovereign 
Good. Give your attention to holy love, and live the life of love in God without knowing and without sens-
ing in your lower soul, living in the upper reaches of your spirit which is the sanctuary where the Lord is 
adored in spirit and in truth. Oh, how much I would like to say! But I lack the concepts, and I rejoice in that. 
My satisfaction is not being able to understand and explain the marvels His Divine Majesty works in the 
faithful soul. If I, in my vileness, knew how to explain them, they would not be the work of the Most High. 
O Great God! O Great Father! This is enough to keep us in prayer for eternity. What do you say to that?
I read that your health is always declining. But, believe me, I have never known a soul who deliberately 
tends toward perfection and to prayer who was in perfect health. Nevertheless, take care to maintain what 
poor health you have and take your necessary food and sleep as the Lord permits. Chains, hair shirts, disci-
plines to blood are not for you now. You will have the same merit as if you performed these penances, for 
there is the merit of obedience, which is a great sacrifice.
I beg you, and beg you much, not to leave off Holy Communions. Oh! my daughter, do not ever desert this 
food of life eternal; retain it with long thanksgiving in the way he will lead you and guide you. Offer this 
sweet Savior to the Eternal Father through Mary Most Holy to obtain the graces for poor me and for our 
Congregation to obtain the graces necessary for the establishment of this Congregation in solemn vows. Cry 
out loudly, as His Divine Majesty will have you cry. I would wish you make the Lent of Mary now going on, 
especially the day of her holy Assumption. Make it every day, especially during Holy Communion. Now I 
give you permission to write me when you wish, that is, when the Savior so inspires you. You may write me 
every week if you know that is the Good Pleasure of God. Do it simply because it pleases God, and I will 
answer. Let me know if this letter has lifted your spirits and if I have explained myself in accord with your 
present spiritual situation. Jesus make you holy and bless you. Amen.
Your useless servant,
Paul of the Cross


