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Joseph Hyacinth Ruberi of Saint Catherine (1)333

San Angelo

July 12, 1754

J.C.P.

Dear Father Joseph, My Beloved Son in Christ Jesus,
I do not know how to express the consolation of my poor spirit in hearing of your arrival at that sacred Re-
treat. I have not failed to offer devout thanks to the Lord, “who delivered you from so many dangers.” You 
want to have a conference with me. As for me, God knows how much I want to hear your voice and embrace 
you in the Lord. I would certainly have had you come here from your room, but the exhaustion suffered on 
your journey and the season being so far advanced would put you in clear danger of taking sick. What can-
not be done now will take place as soon as the weather cools, and without fail you will come here, where I 
hope you will be very well. Meanwhile, take very good care of yourself. I have written there to the Father 
Master that he have you regain your health and give you an airy cell, one of the most healthful that looks 
down on Orbetello. As I know the charity of that Father, I have no doubts about his charitable punctuality.
I received the letters written to me from Piedmont and have always answered them. I did not answer the one 
from Chiavari for you were on the road; I did not receive the one from Livorno. I answered all the letters 
given me by the Father Rector, the one to Cardinal Delle Lanze, to Signore Toppi, Signore Bonino, Signore 
Carreto, and his devoted brother. I encouraged him to study and to serve the Lord, assuring him that he 
would be among the first to be received as soon as we can breathe by unburdening ourselves of the people in 
this novitiate Retreat. To sum up, I have managed to answer all sufficiently, etc. Let us come to our business.
While, thanks to the Lord, you have been faithful to God and to the Congregation, and this was done 
through divine care since we are not good of ourselves and we owe it to God if we do not do evil. Due to 
your long absence outside the Retreat, even though it was in charity to your neighbor, in view of our fragili-
ty and misery, dust of images that cause us to do battle always clings to you. Therefore, during this little bit 
of summer time, in which little or nothing needs doing, give yourself more than usual to holy recollection 
in celebrating with great fervor. If over there, there is a copy of Cardinal Bona’s de Sanctissimo Sacrificio 
Missae, which is truly a treasure, you can use it both for your preparation and thanksgiving, and it will help 
you much. I have made use of it. I hope you will find it among the books there. As you have been blessed in 
advance by the Lord, now correspond and use all your zeal in making a habit of holy recollection in interior 
solitude in order to be a true adorer of the Most High in spirit and in truth.
With regard to your employment, you will have many reasons to humble yourself and, at the same time, to 
give the glory to His Divine Majesty, for your assignment will be more exalted than even that of missions 
since you will cooperate in preparing missionaries. For when you will be here, that will be your work, So, 
meanwhile, keep yourself more abandoned in the bosom of the Heavenly Father as a child of the Gospel.
Those who have left the Congregation, despite the fact that I did everything possible to hold on to them, 
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were worm-eaten fruit through their own doing; His Divine Majesty did not want them on his chosen tree. 
We must adore the divine judgments for “the Lord knows who are his.” It is a great boon that the Congrega-
tion is now pruned; he who did this knows what he is doing. I embrace you in Jesus Christ. Pray His Divine 
Majesty for me and more so the Congregation. I affirm I am from a true heart,
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
333. Joseph Hyacinth Ruberi was born in 1729, professed March 4, 1747, ordained March 18, 1752, and died May 16, 1802. He 
held many offices throughout his life, being provincial and general procurator. He was from north Italy and sent to the Congre-
gation by Bishop Garagni. There are only four letters to him preserved.


