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Joseph Andrew Ruspantini of the Conception (1)332

San Angelo

July 5, 1754

J.C.P.

Dear Father,
I received your welcome letter, dated June 27. In it I see your request for the reception into the Congre-
gation of the good young man you recommend. I would agree most willingly if there were room. All the 
Retreats are full; you can see that for yourself over there. If there were room, but there is at present a large 
number of lay brothers, in truth, too many.
I have seen the young man you recommend. He tells me he is twenty-four or twenty-five years old, which 
is outside the Rule. At that age lay brothers do not work out, as experience teaches us. So it will be well 
to inform him that there is no room in the novitiate and persuade him to seek admission in some other re-
formed institute.
I am happy that you are in good health, and I expect great things from you. I would wish that you burn up 
your scruples in the fire of holy love and allow yourself to be cured with the ointment of the balm of holy 
obedience; lacking that, you will never be cured of your sickness. If despite the fact that you obey your 
spiritual director blindly, it turns out that your scruples continue, then the best thing to do is a complete 
resignation to the Divine Good Pleasure, firmly believing that this weakness is permitted by God for your 
greater spiritual advantage and to purify your soul from hidden imperfections, as gold is purified in fire. In 
such a fire of suffering, as above, it is necessary to wait in silence and hope, always most faithful to obedi-
ence. Behaving in this way, when you least expect it, the work ends. There will come a hot and clear light 
sent by the Divine Sun, Christ Jesus, that will disperse this snow and fog and penetrate to the marrow of 
your bones. Peace. Recommend me to God and be always more faithful; meanwhile, I embrace you in the 
holy Side of Jesus and say I am from a true heart,
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
332. Joseph Andrew Ruspantini was born in 1731, vested in 1753, and professed December 15, 1754. He was ordained in 1756. 
There are twenty-four letters written to him. At the time of this first letter he was a novice at the Retreat of the Presentation.


